
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
Meeting opened at 12:12 pm on April 15th, 2015 

Jody Edwards welcomed everyone out to LEPC and excused Lt. Adams and Chief Allinson 
 
BUSINESS: 

Review of March 18th, 2015 Minutes 
  Motion to accept by: Bruce Anderson, Iron County Landfill 
  Seconded by: John Higley, Emergency Management 
                                        NO OPPOSED 
 New Business/Reports: 
 Scott Alvord/State:  GREAT SHAKE OUT IS TOMORROW!!! Make sure you are registered. Grant based 

monies depend on how well we participate. It’s a great opportunity. Please participate, you will learn 
much. John has a pamphlet available to those that are interested that recommends to at least do “one 
thing” to prepare then you are that much closer to meeting your goals. Jody recommends that your “one 
thing” could be secure all large furniture items. 

 Steven Rossberg/PHD:  Reminder of the Functional Exercise on June 4th. Passed around another flier for 
those that would like to share. This exercise is a Medical Surge exercise to be held at the Heritage Center. 

 Jody wanted to take a minute to remind everyone of what Frank Casperson said in our last meeting about 
doing more outreach with our private community, factories, plants, and private sectors. They went ahead 
and did an email push on it, but unfortunately they only had one person take advantage of it in Emerald 
Point. If you can think of anyone, please shoot an email to me, John, or Stephanie. He would like to make a 
personal invitation to them to get them more active with LEPC. 

 
PRESENTATION: Time turned over at 12:19 

Bruce Anderson, Iron County Landfill:  Bruce came to talk to us today about Faith Based Organizations in a 
disaster. 

For those of you that don’t know me, I am Bruce Andersen and I work for Iron County at the landfill. I 
am the Landfill Supervisor, but on weekends, I go to church. I am the High Councilman in the Cedar North 
Stake and my job at the High Councilman is disaster readiness. This holds a couple scenarios with it and I am 
going to run through a couple of things with the LDS Church, what they have, what they plan, how they 
educate their members, how many members there are, and how many stakes and wards. 
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PRESENTATION: (cont.) 
 Before I get going too far, I would like to give my applaud to LEPC. I have been for approximately a year 
since I received my calling. With this I did a CERT training approximately a year ago and one of the very first 
things they did in this training I learned about stress and shock. So if I present with any of these symptoms, 
please don’t resuscitate for I am just nervous. 
 I am representing Iron County today and would like to apologize to everyone that I forgot Beryl and 
New Harmony in my counts. In Cedar City, Enoch, Parowan and Summit there are 11 Stakes, 90 Wards and 5 
Branches at an estimated 300 members per ward. There are approximately 33,000 people between Parowan 
and Cedar City that are LDS members. Two out of the 11 Stakes are YSA Stakes and one is a young married 
adult stake. Of the branches, there are a Spanish Branch, Native American Branch, Prison Branch and Kolob 
Branch. Each ward should have their own plan and typically should have 1 emergency specialist, whether it is 
CERT, emergency responders, etc. There should be anywhere from 90-180 individuals involved from the LDS 
Church from CERT, EMS, etc. 
 The Cedar North Stake basically has what would be known as an EOC, our Emergency Response Team 
Organization. There is a Stake President and 2 Councilors with 12 individuals that are on the high council and 
each of these members have an aspect in emergency preparedness. I am the disaster readiness guy, which 
means I go to different wards and teach what needs to be done, what can be done and help those create a 
plan that don’t have one in place. Every member of the church is encouraged to have a family plan as well as 
an individual plan and 72-hour kit. Once every quarter the members of the presidency and high council, in my 
stake, get together and discuss emergency preparedness as well as discuss improvements and things to help 
make our plan better. At each ward level there should be an emergency preparedness individual called. Each 
ward leadership should coordinate a plan and create a map of their boundaries with residential homes with 
their identifications, member and non-member alike, to make sure that in an event they could track who went 
where, on a ward level. The Bishop and Relief Society President can work together to find needs in the ward. 
Every building that the church owns, with the exception of the temples, are open to the community when they 
need them. 
 Gave time over to Wade Adams to describe an event of flooding in Enoch….. 
In 2012 the LDS Church and Enoch City got together to coordinate their efforts in helping those effected by 
floods created by heavy rains. Through the Stake Presidency, the Enoch Utah Stake and the ward Bishops, as 
well as other faith based organizations, they were able to send members out to Enoch to help. In my ward we 
went out to several different homes to assess the damage and help coordinate repairs as well as prevent 
future damage. 
 The number one point to take away from today’s meeting would be that there is an absolute resource 
available from all faiths in our community. We have been really blessed to be living in Southern Utah, because 
the people that live here are willing to do whatever it takes to help. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Next meeting May 20th, 2015, same time and place 
• Personal Preparedness Training, Friday April 17th, 2015 at the Visitors Center. 
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CLOSING REMARKS: 
 Rob Dotson would like to add something to the end of the presentation…. In my training and experience in 
Emergency Manager for Enoch City, there is always that thing in the back of my mind, “how do we account for and help 
the majority of people all at one time in a disaster”. It is kind of a scary thought that if you were in that situation, you 
think “where are the resources going to come from and are we prepared”? We are never all prepared. What we found in 
2012 is that in reality, our community has great resources and instead of trying to coming up with a new method to take 
care of the families that had been affected, that is exactly we did, we call all the Bishops in and had a meeting. We 
discussed the minimal resources that we do have with them so with the resources they have they would know where to 
best place them. To have that much man power in one place at one time is intense. 
 
NO OTHER REMARKS 
  Motion to Adjourn at 1:30p 
  Motion to adjourn by:  Rob Dotson: Enoch City 
  Seconded by: Chief Rick Brown, SUU Police 
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