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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
January 23, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. January 23, 2012

in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Cindy Bulloch County Assessor

Geraldine Norwood County Treasurer

Deborah Johnson County Recorder

H. Eugene Adams County Auditor
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Cindy Bulloch.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES January 9, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held January 9, 2012 were approved as

amended on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second was by  Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Cindy Bulloch reported that there are still issues with the Colorado Software used in the
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Assessing valuation program.  CCI is requesting their annual payment of 1.5 million for the state

wide program.  The payment is being held until the problems with the program are fixed.  

Cindy also discussed bills of concern to Assessor’s.  Of particular concern is HB 41

which creates a tax shift of over 12 million statewide from businesses to real estate.  The bill

would tax shift approximately 1 million in Iron County.  She also discussed HB 75 which

changes an administrative rule to law for valuing low income housing.  The bill requires property

owners to file certain documents regarding occupancy for the previous year.  The Assessor’s are

supporting this bill.

Gene Adams reported that the County budget for 2011 is at 97% expended.  There may

be a few expenses that have not been turned in yet.  Gene reported that overall payroll decreased

in 2011 by $204,000 over 2010.  The number of warrants issued is comparable to 2010 levels.  

Geri Norwood presented distribution figures for 2011 to the General, Library, Health,

State Assessing/Collection, County Assessing/Collecting and Municipal Service funds.  Total

distribution was $10,224,920.  She also reported that outstanding tax delinquency as of today is 

$9,322,685.  This is lower than the same time in 2011 where the delinquency was at $9,628,770.

Geri also reported that there are currently 650 accounts that are delinquent that will be

subject to the tax sale this year.  This does not include one bankruptcy that may add additional

parcels if the bankruptcy court will release them for sale.  

Geri also reported on the status of delinquent tax deferrals issued during 2011. Eight

accounts are not current on their monthly payments.  If the accounts are not current by March 15,

the properties will be scheduled for the annual tax sale and the required title searches will be

authorized. 

Debbie Johnson reported that recordings were down for the last quarter of 2011. 

Transferring documents were down and defaults were also down.  This is a good trend and may

be an indication that the real estate issues have stabilized in the economy.  Debbie also reported

that the Recorders office is nearing completion of the annual plat map run.  This has required an

additional temporary worker and overtime for the mappers in her office.  

Dan Webster reported on progress UDOT is making in clearing the landslide and

rebuilding SR 14 in Cedar Canyon.  It is now anticipated that SR 14 will not be open until July

2012.  A request is being submitted to open a temporary detour to allow traffic through the slide

area on a gravel surface while reconstruction is in progress.  

Alma Adams reported on a meeting in Salt Lake in which RS 2477 road negotiations

were discussed.  There is agreement on all except 16 claimed RS 2477 roads within the County. 

The contested roads are all located in the “red rock” wilderness proposed areas.

Alma also discussed a proposal to introduce the mexican wolf into southern Utah. 

Currently they have been introduced into New Mexico and Arizona.  The USFWS is proposing

to expand their range into Colorado and Utah.

ADJOURN AS COUNTY COMMISSION AND CONVENE AS MBAIC :

Dan Webster made a motion to adjourn as the County Commission and convene as the
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Governing Board of the Municipal Building Authority of Iron County, Utah.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY OF IRON COUNTY  PUBLIC HEARING: 

After convening as the Governing Board of the Municipal Building Authority of Iron

County, Utah Dan Webster made a motion to open a public hearing to receive public comments

regarding adopting a resolution (the “Resolution”) declaring its intention to issue its Taxable

Lease Revenue Bonds, Series 2012 pursuant to the Utah Local Building Authority Act, Title

17D, Chapter 2, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended, and the Local Government Bonding

Act, Title 11, Chapter 14, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended, and related matters.  Second

by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

David Yardley introduced the proposed Resolution and explained the purpose of the

funding to purchase two ambulances, one four wheel drive unit to be housed at Beryl to serve the

Escalante Valley area including Newcastle, Beryl, and Modena.  The unit has been approved for

purchase with grant funds from the Permanent Community Impact Fund Board.

The second unit will be a two wheel drive ambulance to be housed at Cedar City and will

be used to transport critical care patients in hospital to hospital transports.  This unit will be

purchase with a loan from the Permanent Community Impact Fund Board.  Both purchases

require County matching fund support in the total amount of $55,000.00 to be included at

closing.

The public was then asked to comment whereupon Randall Pratt commented that the

County Ambulance Department should be setting money aside in a capital purchase account to

purchase new vehicles as the older ones wear out.  He also commented that instead of buying

new vehicles, the County should consider purchasing used vehicles that have over 100,000 miles. 

There are many such vehicles on the market nationwide.

The Commission responded that the Ambulance Department is an enterprise fund and

that with collection rates and current expenses it has not been feasible to fund the $250,000

required to purchase two vehicles.  The Ambulance Department is also paying a loan from the

County General Fund to cover years that the Department operated in the red which has also

hindered establishing a capital improvement fund.

Wendell Shallenburger commented that the County Ambulance Department needs current

and well stocked equipment to function.  There is nothing worse than an ambulance breaking

down or unable to respond to an emergency.  He said he is in favor of the County purchasing new

equipment to operate in the rural areas of the County and to transport critical care patients to

major medical facilities.

ADJOURN AS MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY    :

After all public comments were received, Dan Webster made a motion to close the public

hearing and to approve Commission signatures on appropriate documents.  Also to reconvene as

the County Commission.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.
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PUBLIC HEARING MINOR LOT SUBDIVISION        :

Alma Adams made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments regarding

preliminary plat approval of Iron Springs Industrial Park Phase II located within Section 11,

Township 36 South, Range 12 West, SLB&M.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Chad Nay introduced the proposed minor lot subdivision located at SR 56 and Iron

Springs Road.  The proposed subdivision will receive water from Central Iron County Water

Conservancy District and will receive sewer service through the Cedar City sewer lines.  Chad

also reported that the plat has been reviewed and approval recommended by the Planning

Commission.

No additional public comments were received whereupon Alma Adams made a motion to

close the public hearing and to approve the proposed minor lot subdivision plat of  Iron Springs

Industrial Park Phase II .  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

NOTIFICATION OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS     :

Chad Nay notified the Commission of a proposed conditional use permit for Steve Byl to

construct a guest house on Lot 1 of the BYL Minor Lot Subdivision.  He reviewed proposed

conditions. The matter will be on the February 2 Planning Commission agenda for discussion and

approval.

Chad also notified the Commission of a proposed conditional use permit for Mike

McNett  for a Light Industrial use of Lot 2 within the Lincoln Miller Subdivision.  The proposal

is to expand an existing ammunition loading facility to an outbuilding on the property.  Chad

noted a concern with large amounts of ammunition being stored near residences.

BUDGET REPORT             :

Gene Adams presented an over time report for 2011.  Departments with over fifty hours

overtime during the year included the Jail, Sheriff, and Ambulance.  Gene also explained offices

that exceeded their budget.  The excess expenditures were accounted for in Departmental

transfers and promotions.  The Fair was over their budget by $6,000.00 and the TV Department

expended $300.00 over their budget.

TAX CREDIT/ABATEMENT REQUESTS 2011           :

Christene Lowder present for review and approval adjusted or corrected applications for

low income, homeowners tax credits and veterans abatements for the 2011 tax year submitted

between December 1, 2011 and January 23, 2012. The fund adjustments on seven accounts

included $701 for Circuit Breaker; $617.10 for HB 425 adjustment; $663.29 for Indigent

Abatement; $2,318.50 for Veteran Abatements for a total of $4,299.89.  Alma Adams made a

motion to approve the adjustments for the 2011 year as presented.  Second by Dan Webster. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

HOMELAND SECURITY COMMUNICATIONS GRANT     :

Charlie Morris reported that Iron County has been awarded a $178,999 line item on the
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Utah Region Iv 2010 Homeland Security Communication Grant.  Grant funds will be used to

improve communications in the Sheriff’s office and Ambulance departments.  The funds will be

administered through the County Auditor’s office.

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES PILT PAYMENT              :

Doug Messerly, Regional Supervisor of the Department of Wildlife Resources, presented

a payment in lieu of tax (PILT) payment of $2,505.23 for property owned by DWR within Iron

County.  The payment is for the 2011 tax year.  The Commission thanked DWR for the payment

and authorized the Commission Chair to sign the receipt.

TAX ADJUSTMENT ON BLM OWNED LAND            :

Geri Norwood reported that it has been discovered that a parcel scheduled for tax sale in

May is in reality owned by the Bureau of Land Management and is therefore tax exempt.  Alma

Adams made a motion to correct the erroneous assessment and abate the tax, interest, and penalty

and remove the account from the tax sale.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

DISPOSING OF FREON CONTAINING APPLIANCES   :

Jaren Scott presented a proposal to allow freon containing appliances to be collected for a

fee at the landfill.  He said that a company from the Salt Lake area that would come and remove

the freon for about $10.00 per unit.  Currently the landfill cannot accept the units without a

certificate stating that freon has been removed.  When customers are turned away at the landfill

the units are ending up dumped in rural areas of the County.

Alma Adams made a motion to approve a $10.00 disposal fee at the landfill and contract

with Rapid Recovery to evacuate units.  The program is to be tracked for one year to determine if

it is cost effective.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye;

Dan Webster, Aye.

GREENBELT ROLL BACK TAX ADJUSTMENT                   :

Cindy Bulloch presented a request to waive penalty and interest on greenbelt roll back

which was mistakenly applied on property Serial # C-0871-0001-0000, Owner Reyes Carballo. 

She explained that Mr. Carballo has until May to file due to a change of ownership.  He has made

application and the parcel qualifies for green belt.  Dan Webster made a motion to waive the roll

back tax, interest and penalty that were erroneously applied.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

RAP TRAINING                        :

Vicki Nielsen presented RAP training for weeks one and two for the second year of the

program.  Week one presented several studies suggest that for every $1 paid in direct loss,

companies paid $3-$53 in indirect loss. What is worse, they accept most losses as an inevitable

“cost of doing business.” Even fewer managers and employees understand that the same factors,

which create losses, are also creating production or service losses as well as performance and

budgetary shortcomings.

Week two emphasized that the county is committed to risk control and protecting

employees from workplace hazards; therefore, the county is continuing its participation in the
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Risk Awareness Program (RAP). The goal of RAP is to establish and to maintain a culture where

protecting organizational human, capital, and financial resources are paramount.  Efforts will

concentrate on organizational commitment, employee empowerment and motivation, and

education. This presentation is the second of a fifty-week initiative to develop this risk control

culture.  

Affirmative risk control outcomes are only achieved when county services and activities

are effectively managed. Risk control goals must be a part of this managed process in every

department, along with productivity, services, quality, and human performance. The county is not

interested in production, services, and safety; we expect safe production and safe services. Once

this culture is achieved, risk control will become an integral part of production and services 

rather than a separate activity to be done “if and when there is time” to do so. The county wants

to inspire employees to choose “safe” work activities that develop into habits.

PERSONNEL MATTERS           :

Vicki Nielsen presented a request from the Sheriff Department for a status change

approval for Charles Triplett from Drug Court Tracker to Patrol Deputy with a reduction in pay

from $21.20 per hour to $20.20 per hour.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve the status

change as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams,

Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Ambulance Department for a new hire approval for

April Cox as an On-Call EMT-Basic. Dan Webster mad a motion to approve the new hire as a

replacement for a vacant position as presented.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Ambulance Department to transfer Sonia Holt from a

Paramedic to full time Training Officer to replace John Miller.  Dan Webster made a motion to

approve the transfer as presented.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Council On Aging to approve a justification to replace

the Activities Director position at the Parowan Senior Center.  Dan Webster made a motion to

approve the justification and authorize posting the position.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                   :

Wendell Shallenburger commented that he was concerned that he was not invited to a

meeting with Senator Casey Anderson in which SB 95 being sponsored by Senator Anderson was

discussed.  He also expressed concern that the Commission did not support the bill which would

require that PILT payments used to fund municipal services in unincorporated areas.

The Commission responded that the meeting referenced was not a County meeting.  It

was called by Senator Anderson and he invited the Commissioners.  The Commission has no

authority to invite attendees to another agency meeting.

Randall Pratt commented that the County should invite more public involvement in

management of the County.  He recommended that zero overtime should be the goal of the



7 January 23, 2012

County Departments and that a hiring freeze should be implemented.  The Commission

explained that a hiring freeze has been in place for more than a year with no new positions

created.  They also explained that due to the nature of some departments i.e. law enforcement,

roads, jail, ambulance, etc some overtime is unavoidable.

UTAH PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS         :

Adam Kavalunas reviewed with the Commission permanent take procedure used to

allocate permanent take of Utah prairie dogs.  The five year average counts total 455 prairie dogs

on Federal and State ground within Iron County.  The County is allowed 10% permanent take for

a total of 45.5 dogs for 2012.  There are 55.7 permanent take dogs from 2011 still available and

1.1 dog from the 2006 SITLA Awapa mitigation bank for a total of 102.3 dogs available.

Adam reported that letters have been sent to thirteen active applicants and six did not

reply.  Five requested to pass for 2012 but stay on the list and two requested take.  Karim

Lakhdari, North Park Subdivision in Parowan had requested take on 11.7 acres for a total of 82.8

dogs.  He requested that his application be changed to a pass at the current time to determine if

the total acreage is to be developed at the current time.

Nate Miller requested take on 0.50 acres on Lot 23, The Fields Subdivision in Enoch. 

Total take requested is 6.7 dogs.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve permanent take of 6.7

dogs on 0.50 acres on Lot 23, The Fields Subdivision as requested.  Second by Alma Adams. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Adam also presented a request for Lloyd LeFevre for 10 non permanent take to upgrade

an irrigation system.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the non permanent take of 10 dogs

as requested by Mr. LeFevre.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Adam also presented a request to start the hiring process for County Utah Prairie Dog

Technicians for the 2012 season.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve hiring two full time

seasonal employees as Prairie Dog Technicians at $10.50 per hour and not to exceed $45,000

total expense.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.

Keith Day and Doug Messerly proposed changes in HCP administrative function by the

County assuming a greater role in annual counts and translocation efforts.  They explained that

changes would need to be approved by the HCP committee including USFWS.  They explained

that the County currently has personnel that could easily be trained to supervise Prairie Dog

Technicians and to translocate prairie dogs.  It would require the County to provide at least three

vehicles and equipment to implement the change.

The Commission indicated that the proposed changes could not be made this year and

requested additional time to study the proposal.

ORDINANCE 2012-1 VOTING PRECINCT BOUNDARY AMENDMENTS :

David Yardley presented proposed boundary changes to voting precincts and school

board precincts which have be realigned to comply with Utah State House District boundary

changes and to equalize populations within the five school board precincts.  The changes include
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adding two additional precincts and changing boundaries in others to accommodate the State

requirements.

After reviewing the proposed maps and changes, Alma Adams made a motion to adopt

Ordinance 2012-1 and to approve the voting precinct map and the school board precinct map. 

Second by Dan Webster.  

ORDINANCE 2012-1

AN ORDINANCE OF DESIGNATING THE BOUNDARIES OF
ELECTION PRECINCTS IN IRON COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH AND
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

* * * * * * * * * *

THE  BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF IRON ORDAINS

AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I

That the following election precincts in Iron County are established as required in Utah

Code 20A-5-303, 1953 Annotated, a map of precinct boundaries is attached as Exhibit “A” and

School Board Precinct Boundaries as required in Utah Code 20A-14-201, 1953 Annotated

attached as  Exhibit “B”

 Brian Head

Paragonah

Parowan North

Parowan South

Parowan Valley

Summit

Enoch 1

Enoch 2

Enoch 3

Enoch 4

Midvalley

Cedar City 1

Cedar City 2

Cedar City 3

Cedar City 4

Cedar City 5

Cedar City 6

Cedar City 7

Cedar City 8

Cedar City 9

Cedar City 10

Cedar City 11

Cedar City 12

Cedar City 13

Cedar City 14

Cedar City 15

Cedar City 16

Cedar City 17

Cedar City 18

Cedar City 19

Cedar City 20

Cedar City 21

Cedar City 22

Cedar City 23

Cedar City 24

Cedar City 25

Kanarraville

Newcastle

Beryl

Modena
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SECTION II

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or paragraph of this Ordinance shall for any

reasons are held to be unconstitutional or unlawful, such decision shall not affect the remaining

portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION III

It being the opinion of the Board of County Commissioners of Iron Count, Utah that it is

necessary for the preservation of the peace, health and safety of Iron County and its inhabitants

that this ordinance shall take affect immediately upon posting and publication hereof in a

newspaper having general circulation in Iron County as prescribed in Title 17 Chapter 15 Section

1 Utah Code Annotated 1953 as amended.

SECTION IV

All acts, resolutions, and regulations of Iron County in conflict with this Ordinance or not

consistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed as of the effective date of this ordinance to the

extent of such conflict or inconsistency.  This repealer shall not be construed so as to revive any

resolution, act, or regulation, or part thereof, heretofore repealed.  This ordinance specifically

amends Iron County Ordinance 2008-1 dated January 28, 2008.

SECTION V

Passed and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Iron County, Utah this 23rd

 day of January, 2012.

                                                                                   
     Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Commission Chairman

ATTEST:

                                                             
     Iron County Clerk

Dale M. Brinkerhoff voted   Aye             
Alma L. Adams voted   Aye             
Daniel L. Webster voted   Aye             

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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