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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
February 27, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. February 27,

2012 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Vicki Nielsen Human Resource
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by David Yardley.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES February 13, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held February 13, 2012 were approved

as amended on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

David Yardley reported that preparations for elections were progressing.  Filing for

offices will open on March 9 and close on March 15.  Party caucus meetings are scheduled by the

political parties, times, dates and places can be accessed on the internet at vote.utah.gov.  Voter

cards are being printed and mailed to all active registered voters in the County to inform voters of

changes mandated by redistricting. 

Vicki Nielsen reported on activity in the Human Resource Department for the past

quarter.  The report covered new hires, terminations, seasonal workers, position transfers,

volunteers, job postings, and position justifications.
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Alma Adams discussed issues including legislation exempting airports and cemeteries

being a special exemption to the endangered species act which is being held by Senator Barbara

Boxer.  Lobbying efforts are under way to encourage her to let the proposed legislation proceed.

Comments have been submitted from the County to a hearing in Elko Nevada regarding

the Forest Service roadless plan.  The comment will be included in Congressional hearing

minutes.

Dan Webster reported on a meeting with livestock owners regarding access to Cedar

mountain on SR 14 as work to clear the landslide is in progress.  The need to have a period of

time to allow traffic through the construction zone is critical to livestock owners accessing

summer grazing.  It is also very important to property owners in Iron and Kane Counties in

accessing their property and businesses.

Dan also discussed the annular eclipse scheduled this summer which will provide a prime

viewing area of the eclipse at Kanarraville.  It is expected to draw between five and fifteen

thousand people for the event.  

IRON COUNTY INSURANCE COMMITTEE         :

Vicki Nielsen presented a proposal from the County Employee Insurance Committee to

authorize Colonial Life as the exclusive supplemental insurance carrier for Iron County

Employees.  Participation would be at no cost to the County and participation by employees

would be voluntary.  Participation would also be extended to part time employees.

Cindy Bulloch questioned why current supplemental insurance carriers were being

“frozen out” by not allowing employees to participate with them.  Two carriers, AFLAC and

Conseco have a few employees that have a payroll deduction to participate.  HR and Payroll have

not allowed new employees to enroll with these companies.

After reviewing concerns, Alma Adams made a motion to approve Colonial Life as a

supplemental insurance carrier for Iron County.  Also to allow current carriers, AFLAC and

Conseco to be upgraded to allow employees to participate in these plans.  Participation by

employees is voluntary and no costs are to accrue to the County.  Second by Dan Webster. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

The Insurance Committee also presented a proposal to require County employees to

participate in a wellness plan with Select Health.  Participation would require employees to

submit a questionnaire regarding their personal health as a base starting point of the program. 

The Commission expressed concerns with making the program mandatory to which the

Committee explained that if it is not mandatory the healthy employees will submit the

questionnaires while those that have health problems will not.

Alma Adams made a motion to authorize a survey to be submitted to employees noting

that participation is not mandatory with the purpose of helping employees to be aware of the

benefits of a healthy lifestyle.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.
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RESOLUTION 2012-1 OPPOSING INTRODUCTION OF WOLVES IN UTAH :

Mike Worthen presented a proposed resolution to the County Commission supporting the

de-listing of the grey wolf and opposing the establishment of mexican wolves into Utah.  He

explained that results of introduction of wolves in Montana, Wyoming and Idaho have resulted in

severe depredation on elk herds and livestock.  The introduced wolf population has exploded and

exceeds the original population goals of the introduction goals.  The areas they were introduced

into were generally large wilderness type areas with limited livestock.  They have now expanded

into surrounding areas where they are creating problems with domestic livestock.  There may

also be a breeding pair that has migrated into Utah.

Mike also pointed out that a limited number of mexican wolves have been introduced into

New Mexico and Arizona.  The population are descendants of only five captive wolves.  Their

population has not grown as expected.   There is now a proposal to supplement this population by

introducing up to 700 captive raised wolves which have lost their fear of human interaction

which could cause significant problems with human/wolf interaction.  As part of the proposal,

Utah and Colorado would be listed as habitat for the mexican wolf.

Donnie Hunter, Iron County Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife, commented that elk

numbers in areas of introduction of grey wolves have plummeted since wolf introduction which

has reduced the ability of the remaining populations to sustain themselves at healthy levels.  He

expressed the Iron County Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife support of the proposed resolution.

Rusty Aiken, Iron County Cattlemen Association, also spoke in favor of the proposed

resolution stating that livestock operations within Iron County would be severely impacted by the

introduction of another predator.  He also noted the location of cabins and residences in rural

areas that could be impacted with the introduction of wolves.

After comments and recommendations were heard, Alma Adams made a motion to adopt

Resolution 2012-1 as presented.  Second by Dan Webster.

IRON COUNTY, UTAH

RESOLUTION 2012-1

February 27, 2012

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING DE-LISTING OF GRAY WOLVES AND

OPPOSING ESTABLISHMENT OF MEXICAN WOLVES IN UTAH

WHEREAS, Iron County is a rural county within the State of Utah and enjoys a diverse

population of big game that is important for recreations and to the local economy; and

WHEREAS, Iron County also depends on livestock as a major agricultural interest that is

also important to the local economy; and

WHEREAS, reintroduction efforts of gray wolves in Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming, and

of Mexican wolves in Arizona and New Mexico has resulted in diminished big game herds and



4 February 27, 2012

has caused sever hunting limitations in those states and likewise negatively impacted livestock

operations; and 

WHEREAS, wolves in the surrounding states are steadily moving towards Utah and

threatening to negatively impact big game populations and livestock. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , Iron County supports efforts by the U.S.

Congress to de-list Rocky Mountain gray wolves from the Endangered Species Act and place

management thereof under the state departments of agriculture and state wildlife agencies; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Iron County opposes any and all efforts to establish

Mexican wolves in Utah, and supports state management and control of any Mexican wolves that

may enter into Utah from surrounding states.

Passed and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Iron County, Utah this 27th

day of February, 2012 

IRON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

                        Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman

ATTEST:

___________________________________

David I. Yardley, Iron County Clerk

VOTING:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff     Aye  

Alma L. Adams     Aye   

Dan L. Webster     Aye  

ENOCH CITY’S COMMUNITY COVENANT PROGRAM          :

Rob Dotson, Enoch City Manager, presented a request for financial and physical support

for the Enoch City Covenant Program which is designed to provide community support for

military personnel deployed to overseas areas.  In particular to support the Utah National Guard

and the 2/222 Bn located in Southern Utah.  Enoch will host an event on March 24 between 8:00

a.m. and 2:00 p.m. at the Enoch Elementary School.  Mr. Dotson requested a donation of

$500.00 from Iron County to help with the costs involved with the event.  He also requested a

Commissioner to participate in the program.

Alma Adams made a motion to approve a budget amendment to add $500.00 funding to

the Enoch City Covenant Program and to appoint Dan Webster as the County Commission

representative.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye;

Dan Webster, Aye.
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT DESERET GENERATION & TRANS. COOP:

A proposed settlement agreement has been negotiated Deseret Generation and

Transmission Cooperative, Utah State Tax Commission, Property Tax Division of the Utah State

Tax Commission, and Uintah, Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, Emery, Iron, Kane, Millard, Sanpete,

Utah, Wasatch Counties.   The County Attorney has recommended approval and requested

authorization from the Commission to sign the settlement agreement.  

Alma Adams voiced concerns with the Centrally Assessed procedure and the effect it has

on local property values and taxes.  Alma made a motion to approve authorizing the County

Attorney to sign the settlement agreement in behalf of Iron County.  Second by Dan Webster.  

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

TAX MATTERS - TAX DEFERRAL REQUESTS     :

Links Enterprises, Inc. owner Glenn Links requested by mail a tax deferral on Tax

Account number 0356144, Serial Number  E-0859-0002-0000, All of Sec 16, T31S, R15W,

SLB&M.  Mr. Links proposed to complete paying the delinquent tax before June 1, 2012 but

later than the annual tax sale.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve a tax deferral agreement

with Links Enterprises, Inc. to allow for the complete payment of $5,762.34 in taxes, interest and

penalty.  Also to authorize the County Attorney to draft an agreement for signatures.  Second by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Lucy Ricci, also applied for a tax deferral on property account number 0012424, serial

number A-0504-0003-0002-25, a mobile home located at 1435 W 200 S # 26, Parowan, Foothills

Subdivision, Lot 26, Blk 2.  Ms. Ricci indicated that due to medical expenses, fixed income and

financial hardship she had not been able to get the total delinquency paid.  Dan Webster made a

motion to approve a one time tax deferral for Lucy Ricci as requested with payment to be brought

current by March 1, 2013 and to authorize the County Attorney to draft an agreement for

signatures.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.

ARTHUR TAIT SERVICE CONTRACT AS AN RS-2477 CONSULTANT :

An agreement for professional services between Iron County and Arthur Tait as an RS-

2477 road consultant was presented for approval.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the

agreement.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.

RAP TRAINING        :

Vicki Nielsen presented RAP training to the Commission regarding worker safety. 

Employees have a million excuses or reasons for not working safely. None of which are accurate,

legitimate, or reasonable. On average 5,000 employees die and over 3.7 million employees suffer

disabling injuries every year. Most of these employees or at least the fortunate ones that live offer

the poorest excuses.

She reminded employees that there are no legitimate excuses for not following all

safety rules and if they believe a rule should be changed or is inappropriate then encourage them

to talk to their supervisor.
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In previous weeks, we learned that 85-98% of all accidents are caused by the unsafe acts

of employees. Based of this fact, the County, as well as, every employee has responsibilities to

prevent losses and injuries.

PERSONNEL MATTERS             :

Vicki Nielsen presented a Sheriff Department justification request to replace two

openings in the patrol division.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve the workforce

justifications to replace two vacancies in the patrol division.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki also presented a request to transfer Kerrie Turill from Deputy Sheriff’s patrol

division to Corrections.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve the transfer of Kerrie Turill to

Corrections as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented for approval a new hire, Tyler Rogers, as a part-time Evidence

Technician in the Sheriff’s Department to fill an open position.  Dan Webster made a motion to

approve the hiring of Tyler Rogers as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Ambulance Department to fill promote Devin

Lauritzen from part time to full time Paramedic, filling an open position.  Dan Webster made a

motion to approve the promotion of Devin Lauritzen from part time to full time Paramedic. 

Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

A request from the County Attorney to promote Tyler Romeril, Deputy Attorney III to

Deputy Attorney IV was approved on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second by Alma Adams. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

A request from the Weed Department to approve the workforce justification to hire two

(2) seasonal workers was approved on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dan Webster. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Road Department to promotion, Dan Evans to lead

maintenance worker to fill an open position.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the

promotion of Dan Evans as requested.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

CELL PHONE MATTERS                :  

Jared Wilson came before the Commission to review cell phone issues as a recall item

from a previous meeting.  He presented cell phone reimbursement requests from Department

Supervisors.  Two requests were tabled to allow time for more information on needs.  Terry

Palmer and Stephanie Furnival were requested to provide more detail on the need for a data plan

for their phones.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve cell phone requests as presented

excepting Terry and Stephanie. Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS                     :

Planning and Zoning Commission: Dan Webster made a motion to appoint Kendall

Cripps and Brandon Hunter to a three year term which will expire in 2015 to the Planning

Commission Board to replace Ken Esplin and Craig Jones.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Merit Service Commission: Names were suggested for appointment to the Merit Service

Commission to replace two members who have resigned.  Thomas Biller and Don McGurk were

appointed to a term on the Merit Service Commission on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by

Dan Webster. Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second was by

Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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