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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
March 12, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. March 12, 2012

in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Jared Wilson IT Director

Charles Morris Parks Recreation Emergency Services

Maria Twitchell Tourism Director
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Jared Wilson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES February 27, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held February 27, 2012 were approved

as amended on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Maria Twitchell reported that the Transient Room Tax (TRT) was up 14% over the same

period, January, February 2011.  This is a good sign considering the mild winter and the closure

of SR 14.  She also reported that a change in Utah Summer Games format to bring participants

from Idaho, Wyoming and Nevada will result in the season being spread out to accommodate

more people.  Water polo is scheduled to begin in April in Cedar City.
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Maria also reported that a kiosk is being installed at the mouth of Cedar Canyon

explaining the road closure and available alternate routes to access Cedar mountain.

Charlie Morris reported that fourteen Iron County representatives attended emergency

preparedness training in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  The training focused on earthquake response

training.  A County preparedness exposition will be conducted April 14 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00

p.m. at Festival Hall in Cedar City.  It will be open to the public.

Charlie also requested authorization to purchase twelve new 800 MHZ radios that are out

of warranty but never been out of the box.  The cost is half of the price of new radios with

warranty.  The Commission authorized the purchase as recommended.

Jared Wilson reported that the IT budget looks like it is severely im the red due to

license fees coming due during the first quarter of the year.  This is planned and when spread

over the year will equalize and will no go over.  Jared also reported that Iron County is beta

testing software for Tyler.  It will give the County a step up in implementing the new software

changes especially with the Assessor’s program.

CEDAR CHEST QUILTERS GUILD           :

A group from the Cedar Chest Quilters Guild came before the Commission to request a

set fee for the use of the Cedar City Senior Center.  They explained that the majority of

participants are senior citizens and the Guild made a substantial donation to the building of the

new addition.  At the present time they are not allowed to access or use the space in the new

addition.  They also pointed out the numbers of quilts donated to the senior citizen center which

are stored in the basement of the Cedar Senior Center.

After requesting a set fee for use of the building, the Commission tabled the request to

allow time to discuss the matter with the Senior Citizen Coordinator, Connie Lloyd, and to

properly notice the proposed action.

PUBLIC HEARING PRELIMINARY & FINAL PLAT SUBDIVISION   :

Alma Adams made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments on the

proposed Iron Springs Industrial Park Phase 1 Subdivision.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.  

Steve Platt commented on the proposal submitted by Richard Peterson to develop a five

parcel subdivision near the Y at SR 56 and Iron Springs Road.  He explained the north portion of

the belt way North of SR 56.

Richard Peterson commented on the hold up of the development of his subdivision

without a firm decision on the extension of the belt route.  The County needs to designate the

route so that development can proceed.

Chad Nay commented that this route appears to be the preferred route to avoid turning

problems with large trucks accessing SR 56 to Iron Springs Road, especially from the 5700 West

belt being developed from the Kanarraville exit.

After all public comments were received the public hearing was closed and Alma Adams

made a motion to table action for two weeks to allow time to solidify the preferred route from SR
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56 to Iron Springs Road.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION                       :  

Alma Adams made a motion to convene as the Board of Equalization to review and

accept or deny annual statements for continued property tax exemptions and new applications for

property tax exemptions.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Christene Lowder presented a list of proposed exemptions.  She explained that several

requests were not returned before the filing deadline and others did not meet the minimum

qualifications for exemption.  The Board approved the applications for exemptions on a motion

by Alma Adams for qualifying applicants and tabled action on those that have filed late giving an

additional week to submit an application with all documentation.  These will be considered at the

next Commission meeting.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

KANARRAVILLE TOWN REQUEST               :

Kanarraville Town, David Ence, came before the Commission to request  approval to

permit and host vendors at the annular eclipse site for a one (1) day event on May 20, 2012.  It is

anticipated that this event will bring between 2,000 and 5,000 visitors to the area which NASA

has designated as the premier viewing site in the United States.   After reviewing plans for

sanitary services, crowd control, parking, etc. Dan Webster made a motion to approve the request

and authorize Kanarraville Town to issue vendor permits for the one day event.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

VALLEY VIEW MEDICAL CENTER 2012 UPDATE   :

Jason Wilson, Scott Monroe, and Reed Sargent representing Valley View Medical Center

gave the Commission an update on activities and community service provided by Valley View. 

They reported that the hospital provided.  Charity care was up 25% over the previous year.  Baby

deliveries were down 7% over the previous year.  They also reported that the hospital wrote off

3.5 million in bad debt that is not included in the charity care figures.

They reported on Valley view expansions in the Cancer Center which should be

completed on the near future.  They reported that a new doctor will be assigned to the Parowan

clinic starting in July.  Dr. Branson will be joining the staff at Valley View 

TAX MATTERS          :  

A tax deferral request from Kent Jensen and Jennifer Hendricks for Canyon Ridge

P.U.D., Lot 3 was presented for approval.  Mr. Jensen explained that they were in the process of

getting their finances in order to clear delinquent accounts but were unable to pay the outstanding

amount prior to the May tax sale.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve a tax deferral

agreement for Kent Jensen and Jennifer Hendricks for Canyon Ridge P.U.D. Lot 3 for not more

than one year.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.
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Geri Norwood questioned how often a developer or property owner could come before

the Commission requesting a deferral.  The Commission stated that no policy has been adopted at

this time and each case will be handled separately.

WATER SOURCE PROTECTION  EVELYN WEBSTER GIRL’S CAMP:

A request from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to approve a water source

protection area surrounding springs serving the Evelyn Webster Girls Camp was approved on a

motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dan Webster with a note of family name but not a relative. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

RAP TRAINING               :

Vicki Nielsen presented RAP training on defensive driving.  According to the National

Safety Council, on average in the United States:  

Approximately 45,800 people are killed in traffic crashes every year (about 125 people every

day).

2.4 million people are injured in motor vehicle collisions every year.

Statistically, in your lifetime you will be involved in a collision about every ten years.

Most driving errors are determined by choice. You as the operator of the vehicle make a

conscious decision to drive properly or improperly.

The second training explained that safety is no accident.  About 10,000 employees are

injured every day, 365 days a year. When we hear that a co-worker was injured, we immediately

ask, “What happened.” 85-95% of the time, the injury resulted from of an unsafe act, a conscious

decision to violate a safety rule or work practice.

Safety is no accidents. We make choices every day, these choices often determine

whether we are injured or increase our level of safety awareness. Many companies that engage in

very hazardous work go millions of man-hours without a single injury. How is this possible?

Those companies have instilled the value that safety is no accident; safety is the result of our

choices and actions.

PERSONNEL MATTERS      :

Vicki Nielsen presented a request from the Assessor’s office to approve a promotion for

Kyle Adams to Appraiser Trainee.   Dan Webster made a motion to approve the promotion of

Kyle Adams as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki also presented a request to approve Seasonal Biological Technician’s,  Jessica Van

Woeart and Brent Frankland.  They will function as prairie dog technicians for the summer

season.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve Jessica Van Woeart and Brent Frankland as

prairie dog technicians for the 2012 season.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

A Council on Aging request to replace the open Activities Director position with Kelly

Cahill, in the  Parowan Center was tabled to allow time for a complaint to be investigated on a

motion by Dan Webster.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma
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Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

 The Recorder, Deborah Johnson, requested approval of the promotion of Carri Jeffries, to

fill the open Office Manager Position.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the promotion of

Carri Jeffries as requested.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

The Recorder also requested to fill the open Deputy Recorder position with Adele Lloyd. 

Alma Adams made a motion to approve the hiring of Adele Lloyd as a Deputy Recorder.  Second

by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Vicki presented a request from the Road Department to approve a justification for a

replacement Mechanic in the Road Department.  The position is vacant due to the resignation of

the previous Mechanic.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the justification to fill the

vacant Mechanic position in the Road Department.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PROPOSED PERSONNEL POLICY AMENDMENTS        :

Vicki Nielsen and Carrie Christiansen presented proposed amendments to the Iron

County Personnel Policy Sections 2, 18, and 42.  The proposed amendments affect time

accounting to avoid paying over time for leave time taken during a single pay period.  It has been

the practice in some Departments to approve vacation, work and overtime shifts within the same

pay period resulting in paying for hours not worked at overtime rates.

The Commission discussed adding a cap on sick leave accrual at 480 hours or the FMLA

cap.  They were in favor of allowing current employees with more than 480 hours to retain their

accrued sick leave hours but to cap them at the current level

After reviewing the proposed changes and making suggestions to clarify the policy, Alma

Adams made a motion to tentatively approve the amendments with the provision that the

proposed changes be submitted to Departments for comment and then returned to the agenda for

final approval.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye;

Dan Webster, Aye.

MATT DOUGDALE                     :

Matt Dougdale met with the Commission to explain the progress in funding the new State

office building for Public Safety.  The financing has been approved by the Permanent

Community Impact Fund Board.  The next step is to adopt resolution authorizing the Municipal

Building Authority of Iron County, Utah to proceed with financing the project.  Two resolutions

will be presented at the next Commission meeting setting out the parameters of the bond and

providing a public comment period. 
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ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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