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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
April 23, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. April 23, 2012 in

Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Scott F. Garrett County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

H. Eugene Adams County Auditor

Geraldine S. Norwood County Treasurer

Deborah B. Johnson County Recorder
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Geri Norwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES April 9, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held April 9, 2012 were approved as

amended on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Gene Adams reported on the County budget through February.  He noted a concern with

budget figures showing employee benefit expenditures at 19.48% with only 16.67% of the year

past.  This will be examined to determine if there is an error in calculations.  As a whole the

budget is within expectations with some annual payments showing as being near yearly
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expenditures.  The discrepancy can be attributed to the payment schedule.

Geri Norwood reported on tax distributions to entities through March.  She also reported

that currently there are 205 parcels that will be listed for sale.  Property owners will have until

May 23 to bring their taxes current to avoid the parcels being auctioned at the annual tax sale. 

The current list contains sixteen accounts with a value over $50,000 and includes one restaurant

in Cedar City.

Debbie Johnson reported that document filing in the Recorder’s office is up over last

year in transfer documents, default filings, and trustee transfers.  She also reported that a new

employee, Adele Lloyd, has started in the office and is working in well.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY OF IRON COUNTY, UTAH:

Dan Webster made a motion to convene as the Governing Board of the Municipal

Building Authority of Iron County, Utah to conduct a public hearing.  Second by Alma Adams. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PUBLIC HEARING             :

The purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments regarding the issuance and sale

of not more than $3,500,000 aggregate principal amount of lease revenue bonds and any potential

economic impact that the improvements, facility or property financed in whole or in part with the

proceeds of the bonds may have on the private sector, and related matters.

The Commission explained that the purpose of the proposed bond is to construct an office

building that will be leased to the State provided the State DFCM can agree on terms with bond

repayment, operating and maintenance and other issues.  The contracts are to be firmly in place

for the life of the complex.  The proposed facility will be on County owned property adjacent to

the ambulance garage on D L Sargent Drive in Cedar City and will be designed to house Adult

Probation and Parole, Utah Highway Patrol, Consolidated Dispatch and possibly the Driver

License offices.

There were no additional public comments whereupon Dan Webster made a motion to

close the public hearing of the Municipal Building Authority of Iron County, Utah and to

reconvene as the Iron County Commission.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ZONE CHANGE         :

Dan Webster made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments regarding a

proposed zone change from R-5 to R- ½ on property described as parcel number D-0597-0004-

0000, East ½ of the Northwest ¼ and the Northeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ of Section 16,

Township 35 South, Range 11 West, SLB&M (excluding the West 100').  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Chad Nay introduced the proposed zone change explaining that the proposal covers

approximately 107 acres located on the South side of Midvalley Road and East of Lund

Highway.  It is adjacent to existing R- ½ zoning and existing development of Sunrise Meadows

and Midvalley Estates.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the proposed zone

change.
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Property owner Russell Reber, BJRB Holdings, LLC and Robert Platt as Engineer were

present but did not comment.

Alma Adams made a motion to close the public hearing and to approve the proposed zone

change from R-5 to R- ½ as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Second by Dan

Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION                                    :

Dan Webster made a motion to convene as the Board of Equalization to review requests

by organizations who were denied exempt status and are seeking reconsideration and make a

decision regarding their tax status.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Alan Jones, representing the Dixie and Anne Leavitt Foundation renewed the Foundation

request for tax exemption as a charitable or educational organization.  He explained that the

Dixie and Anne Leavitt Foundation own the property and that Southern Utah University leases

the property for use by the University for some of their programs.  Because both organizations

qualify for exemption the property should be tax exempt.

Christene Lowder, Deputy Auditor, explained that it was her understanding that the

property must be used by the Dixie and Anne Leavitt Foundation to qualify.  It could not be

leased to another party and qualify.

Scott Garrett stated that the State Tax Commission has ruled in the past that this property

did not qualify for tax exemption.  He requested additional time to gather information and to

draft an opinion on the tax exempt status.  He requested that the matter be tabled to allow

additional time to render an opinion.

The matter was tabled on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Christene reported that the Jehovah’s Witness church also submitted a tax exemption

request after repeated deadlines for filing had passed.  Their request has been referred to the State

Tax Commission as an appeal.

PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT APPROVAL      :

Action on the request of Richard Peterson for the approval of the Iron Springs Road

Industrial Park Phase 1 Subdivision located within Section 11, Township 36 South, Range 12

West, SLB&M was recalled.  Mr. Peterson noted that in discussions with Iron County Engineer,

Steve Platt, that preliminary designs being considered may or may not require a fifty foot right of

way from the property.  The Commission agreed that if, in the future, the County determines that

the full fifty foot right of way is not required the County will follow Utah Code in abandoning a

portion of the right of way.  In that case the abandoned portion of the right of way is to be

returned to Mr. Peterson or current owners of parcels within the subdivision.

Alma Adams made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat of the Iron Springs

Road Industrial Park Phase 1 Subdivision with a note to include the recision provision with the

plat approval.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.
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PRAIRIE DOG TAKE REQUEST                         :

Shem Mackert representing owner Christopher Reid requested take of 7.2 Utah Prairie

Dogs and 0.5 acres of habitat for a parcel identified as Lot 17 Equestrian Point Subdivision Phase

9 located at 3467 W 1375 North, Cedar City. Alma Adams made a motion to approve the

permanent take of 7.2 prairie dogs as requested.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Brett Taylor presented a request to acquire 10.8 permanent take prairie dogs on 0.4 acres

of Lot 7, Equestrian Pointe Subdivision, Phase 5.  After reviewing the request, Alma Adams

made a motion to approve the take of 10.7 dogs as requested.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting:

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

TAX MATTER                       :

Michael Anthony Lucero requested a tax deferral for property described as Lot 71, Monte

Vista Acres, Unit 2, located at 6570 West 1000 North, Cedar City.  He explained that he has been

paying about $300 per week to bring the taxes current but will not be able to complete payments

prior to the scheduled tax sale.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the tax deferral

agreement as requested and to authorize a notice of tax lien to be filed in the Recorder’s office. 

Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

RAP TRAINING                           :

Vicki Nielsen presented RAP training for three weeks.  Week one training covered office

safety.  Offices are safe places to work, but many hazards exist which cause thousands of injuries

and health problems each year among office workers. Since about one third of the work force is

in offices, even a low rate of work related injuries can have a serious impact on employee’s

safety.

The second training covered “six deadly sins of unsafe behavior.”  These included: 1.

Irresponsibility, not taking responsibility for what you know you should do e.g. follow safety

rules or policies; 2. Cluelessness, doing a task or job you are not trained or qualified to do;  3.

Tolerance, looking the other way when you see someone working unsafe;  4. Willingness,

knowingly and willingly doing something hazardous or unsafe; 5. Procrastination, we’ll fix it

later; and 6.  Carelessness, not paying attention or not thinking before acting.

The third training covered professionalism.  As employees’ of the County, each of us is

an ambassador of the County and our respective office’s.  the first impression we give the public

and coworkers generally determines their attitude toward the organization, our office and us as

individuals.

PERSONNEL MATTERS            :

Vicki Nielsen presented a request from the Weed Department for Seasonal weed/pest

control worker, Lance Hollerman and approval of seasonal weed/pest control worker, Troy

Bunker.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the seasonal weed/pest control workers as

presented.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.

Vicki also presented for approval changes to three Iron County Personnel Policies &
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Procedures.  Section 2 was reviewed and time accounting for public safety was modified to begin

on Sunday at 6:00 a.m. and conclude on Sunday at 6:00 a.m. to coincide with shift changes. 

Comp time was also increased to allow individuals to carry up to 80 hours.  

Section 18 was amended to authorize pay for travel time outside regular business hours. 

This will provide flexibility to Departments for employees traveling to and from training and

meetings.

Section 42 did not have additional changes.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve

amendments to the Iron County Personnel Policy, Section 2, Section 18 and Section 42 as

presented and with noted changes.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Section 29 of the Personnel Policy regarding sick leave was also discussed.  After

meetings with Department Supervisors and assistants it was recommended to leave the policy as

written.  Department Supervisors should have the ability to monitor sick leave for abuse and the

current policy allows for accrual of sick leave to cover medical conditions.  

Vicki presented a request from the Road Department to approve the replacement of the

Master Mechanic position with Matthew Carter.  Alma Adams made a motion to approve the

hiring of Matthew Carter as the Master Mechanic at the Road Department.  Second by Dan

Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Connie Lloyd, Council On Aging supervisor, submitted a request for a merit increase

request for Senior Center Cook, Allison Dawson and a merit increase for Assistant Senior Center

Cook, Colleen Carson.  Because two cook positions were recently eliminated because of budget

concerns the matter was tabled to allow Connie to attend and explain her request.

The Commission thanked current interim Human Resource Director, Vicki Nielsen for

the work she has done since Colette Eppley resigned.  Ms. Nielsen has accepted employment at

SUU and will be leaving the County.  The appointment of an interim Human Resource Director,

Christene Lowder was presented for approval with a $3.89 per hour increase in wage.  Dan

Webster made a motion to approve the appointment of Christene Lowder with the requested

temporary pay increase effective April 30, 2012.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

DUAL EMPLOYMENT REQUEST FOR REVIEW    :

Ron Johnson, Ambulance Director requested the Commission to review County

Personnel Policy Section 11 regarding dual employment.  He explained that there were Deputy

Sheriff’s and other Department workers that could cover some shifts in the Ambulance

Department, especially in the Parowan and Beryl areas.  Carrie Christiansen explained that there

could be additional concerns with retirement and benefit payments for the additional hours

worked.  The matter was referred to the County Attorney’s office for a legal opinion before

action is taken by the Commission.

CEDAR TRAP CLUB REQUEST              :

Frank McNabb appeared before the Commission to request permission to mine lead shot

from County property known as the shot field of the Cedar Trap Club on Kitty Hawk Drive,
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Cedar City.  He explained that brush and vegetation would be removed and replaced after the

operation.  A rodent barrier will also be constructed to prevent prairie dogs from encroaching

onto the shot fields. He also requested approval to expand the shot field to the East for the

addition of another trap house on Search and Rescue property.  The number 1 trap house will be

removed so that the shot field does not fall on to adjacent Forest Service property.

Dan Webster made a motion to approve mining of the lead shot in the existing shot fields

and to authorize fencing of the shot field area with rodent proof fencing.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                     :

Scott Jolley, Cedar Chamber of Commerce, reported on a recruiting trip he attended with

Brennan Wood to Orlando, Florida and Atlanta, Georgia.  They met with representatives of

Osborn Wood Products in Tacoa Georgia which is looking to expand to the West.  He reported

that the trip was very productive and that joint efforts in recruiting new industry to Iron County.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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