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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
May 14, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. May 14, 2012 in

Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Scott F. Garrett County Attorney

Margaret Miller Justice Court Judge

Brett Allred Jail Commander
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Brett Allred.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES April 23, 2012                   :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held April 23, 2012 were approved as

amended on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                                                    :

Brett Allred, Corrections Supervisor, reported that the average daily inmate population at

the Jail is 130.  Federal prisoners currently housed at the Jail number 13.  Negotiations are on

going to contract for more State prisoners which will help fill the empty beds on the cell block

formerly owned by the State.  He also reported that his budget is in line with projections for this

time of year.  
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Scott Garrett, County Attorney, reported that case load is in line to file five hundred

felony cases this year.  He also reviewed his budget and reported that the budget is in line with

projections.  

Margaret Miller, Justice Court Judge, reported that a performance survey is being

conducted on the Justice Court by the Utah Court Administrators office.  She also reported that

the citation count is lower than 2011 at this time of year.  She stated she was not aware of which

agencies were issuing less citations than last year.  Ms. Miller reported on staffing levels in the

Justice Court and stated that currently the staff is able to handle the case load.  One employee

that was working and going to college has been replaced by a part time employee with more

hours.

CONVENE AS BOARD OF EQUALIZATION        : 

 Alma Adams made a motion to convene as the Iron County Board of Equalization to

review appeals of roll back tax assessment.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

APPEAL OF GREENBELT ROLLBACK TAX   :  

 Jared Lucero representing multiple owners of Parcel D-0406-0003-0000, Account 474988 

NW 1/4, Section 14, Township 34 South, Range 11 West, SLB&M. by conference call between

Blake Brickman and Ron Hardy reported that the property was leased to Mr. Hardy who used the

property as livestock pasture and crops.  Mr. Brickman requested that the roll back tax for 2004

to 2008 be waived and the green belt applied to those tax years.

Mark Maxfield, State Tax Commission and Cindy Bulloch, Assessor, explained that upon

change of ownership the roll back is triggered.  The current owners have not filed a new green

belt application.  They also explained that all of the property owners would be required to sign

the application.  Currently there are forty one owners in the parcel.

Mike Edwards, Deputy County Attorney, opined that under current code, the property

owners do not qualify to change roll back assessments for previous years.  The property owners

are able to apply for Green Belt for 2013 tax year.

Alma Adams made a motion to accept the County Attorney’s recommendation and to

deny the request to remove the roll back assessment for previous years.  Second by Dan Webster. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Lowman Nelson representing 1. Lowman Nelson, Parcel B-1492-0004-0000, Account

490674; 2. ElRoy Nelson Trust and/or Ryan & Summer Cornelius, Parcel B-1492-0003-0000,

Account 490673; and 3. Colby Robinson, Parcel B-1492-0002-0000, Account 490672 and B-

1492–0001-0000, Account 496071 came before the Commission to request continued Green Belt

status on the above referenced parcels.  

Mark Maxfield explained that the State Tax Commission conducts audits each year of

Green Belt properties to determine if they qualify.  He explained that in order to qualify a parcel

must have a minimum of five acres in agricultural use.  The above referenced parcels have some

corrals on one portion but the majority of the property is a gravel pit which has been used to
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dump fill.  The parcel was excavated to provide road base for I-15 construction.  There has not

been an effort to convert parcel 1 and 2 to pasture.  Each parcel must have the minimum 5 acre

agricultural use.

After review and considering action taken by the Commission in 2009, Alma Adams

made a motion to approve a one year extension of Green Belt for parcels 1 and 2 and to remove

the roll back tax assessed.  The property owners will have the one year to bring the parcels into

compliance with Utah Code to qualify for Green Belt.  Second by Dan Webster.   Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Alma Adams made a motion to cancel the roll back tax on parcel 3 as it is in compliance

with Utah Code and qualifies for Green Belt.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Alma Adams then made a motion to adjourn as the Iron County Board of Equalization

and reconvene as the County Commission.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

TAX MATTER                                 :

 A request to change property from secondary to primary residential designation was

presented by William Haligardia on parcels identified as Serial #A-0504-0003-0005-13, Lot 13,

Blk 5, Foothills Sub, Sec 22, T34S, R9W, SLBM and Serial #A-0504-0003-0005-14, Lot 14, Blk

5, Foothills Sub, Sec 22, T34S,  R9W, SLBM.   He explained that he purchased the property in

2007 and this has been his primary residence even though he has been working in a foreign

country.

Cindy Bulloch noted that in order to qualify for a primary residence a property owner

must submit an application in compliance with Utah State Code.  Mr. Haligardia qualifies for

2012 tax year but a retroactive designation cannot be granted.

Alma Adams made a motion to refund the difference between a primary and secondary

residence for tax years 2007 through 2011.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

FRISCO PEAK TOWER BID AWARD            :

Dennis Johnson presented results of bids to remove the existing TV tower at Frisco Peak. 

The tower change is necessary to accommodate changes in the way signals are transmitted on the

backbone system from Salt Lake City area TV stations.  Dennis recommended that the bid be

awarded to FAVCOM as the lowest bid.  He also recommended that FAVCOM be awarded the

second phase, the construction of a new tower at the site.

After reviewing the bid packages, Dan Webster made a motion to approve the FAVCOM

bids for phase one and phase two provided an agreement could be reached with the concrete

delivery company regarding tire replacement on delivery trucks.  Damage is to be limited to not

more than one tire per truck.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

BAILIFF CONTRACT AMENDMENTS        :
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Dan Webster made a motion to approve the Bailiff contract for 2012-2013 FY for Bailiff

services at Courts as presented and recommended by the Sheriff.  Second by Alma Adams. 

Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING LEASES IN CEDAR CITY      :

Robin D. Haight, Canyon View Professional Plaza, LLC and other local business property

owners met with the Commission to express concerns with the State contracting with Iron

County to construct office space for public safety offices, i.e. Highway Patrol, Adult Probation

and Parole, Consolidated Dispatch, etc.  They felt there is sufficient empty office space available

that the State could house all of these agencies in existing buildings.

The Commission responded that this is not a County call, the State approached the

County with a request to construct the office facility to their specifications.  The State will sign

lease contracts that will guarantee that Iron County taxpayers will not pay from general tax funds

for bond payments and operating expenses in constructing and maintaining the office building. 

The property owners were referred to the State Department of Facilities Construction and

Management, DFCM, that is requesting the County to construct the building.

RAP TRAINING                                         :

Christene Lowder presented RAP training on slips, trips, & falls are among the leading

causes of injuries to employees and are the second highest workers’ compensation claim filed in

the U.S.  Falls are the third leading cause of work place fatalities.  In 2003, work-related slips,

trips, & falls accounted for:

1.  696 fatalities  

2,  257,100 injuries

OSHA, company policy, and several other federal and state regulations require that aisles,

passageways, and walkways be kept clean, clear, and in good condition, to the extent the nature

of the work allows.  Good housekeeping is the most important factor in preventing slips, trips, &

falls, as well as a number of other accident types.  Every employee is responsible for keeping

their work area clean, walkways clear, and for correcting or immediately reporting slip, trip, &

fall hazards to the appropriate person.

Christene also presented training on lifting & material handling safety.  Back injuries are

a major cause of work-related disability and the second most common cause of lost workdays. 

According to the National Safety Council, 400,000 workers suffer new back injuries each year. 

One out of five workers experiencing a disabling injury suffers from a back injury.  Generally,

these injuries are the result of improper lifting methods.  These injuries occur everywhere, not

just to maintenance staff.  

Preventing back injuries and back pain begins with a good safety attitude and thinking

about personal safety before performing a lift.  Safe lifting techniques, team lifting, and

utilization of lifting devices are all effective methods that keep your back healthy and free from

injury.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                          :
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Christene Lowder presented for approval as EMT Basic Ambulance workers in Beryl -

Linsie Umana, Nathan Jessop, Eric Brinkerhoff; in Parowan -  Tom Scholes, LeAnn Carter,

Miquelle Jenson, Kurtis Heidenreich, Karley Orton; in New Harmony/Kanarraville-  Tim Turpin,

Stephanie Jimmerson, Sandra Jimmerson, Linda Pace, Roxanne Hansen.  Dan Webster made a

motion to approve the hiring of on call EMT Basic employees as presented.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Christene also presented for approval part time Paramedics in Cedar City, Anthony

Miller, and Reagan Welsh.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve the hiring of Anthony Miller

and Reagan Welsh as part time Paramedics as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

Connie Lloyd, Council On Aging Director, came before the Commission to request a pay

increase for Senior Center Cook, Allison Dawson and Assistant Senior Center Cook, Colleen

Carson.    Ms. Lloyd explained that with reductions in funding, two positions were eliminated

resulting in the two remaining persons being given additional responsibility and additional hours. 

Dan Webster made a motion to approve the pay increase for Allison Dawson from $9.99 per hour

to $11.99 per hour and Colleen Carson from $8.51 per hour to $10.26 per hour.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye. 

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                           : 

In a conference call with John Tanner, Senator Hatch’s office, the option to hold a public

hearing regarding a change in the endangered species act 4 D rule was discussed.  Mr. Tanner

suggested that it might be in the County’s best interest to request the public hearing.  The

proposed change would allow for permanent take of prairie dogs in sensitive areas such as

cemeteries and airports.

In a conference call with Seth Williams USFWS Denver Office, Mr. Williams explained

that by requiring a public hearing, it would delay approval for at least six months and perhaps as

long as a year.  After reviewing the public hearing procedure, the Commission opted not to

request a public hearing to speed the process.

TAX SALE PROCEDURE                           :

Gene Adams discussed with the Commission the possibility of the County being fined for

not recognizing a bankruptcy filing on tax sale properties, even though the County has not been

notified.  There are options available such as hiring an outside attorney to search bankruptcy

filings the day prior to the sale or by placing a disclaimer on tax sale instructions that in case of a

bankruptcy filing the sale will be nullified.  As the tax sale nears, the Commission recommended

the later option and have this provision announced at the sale.

SOUTHERN UTAH MUSEUM OF ART FUNDING       :

Funding of a portion of the Southern Utah Museum of Art by Iron County through the

Tourism, Recreation, Convention, and Cultural Tax (TRCC) was discussed with Maria

Twitchell.  The County has pledged up to $1,000,000 from the TRCC.  SUU is requesting a letter

stating Iron County’s commitment of funds.  David Yardley was asked to draft a letter to SUU
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stating that Iron County continues to support the project and that funding would be made

available during construction.  If SUMA chooses, an annual payment can be pledged from the

TRCC tax to avoid bonding.  In case the County is required to bond, an interest in the project

would be required to meet bond holder requirements. 

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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