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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
May 29, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. May 29, 2012 in

Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Christene Lowder Human Resource Director
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Dan Webster.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES May 14, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held May 14, 2012 were approved as

amended on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

David Yardley, County Clerk, reported on preparations for the upcoming primary

election scheduled for June 26, 2012.  Absentee ballots have been mailed and are starting to be

returned.  The State Republican Party has a drive to get as many people as possible to request

absentee ballots.  This has increased our absentee count significantly.  

Christene Lowder, Human Resource Director, reported that an inmate at the Jail had an

active case of Tuberculosis which has prompted TB testing of County employees.  Jail personnel

have taken steps to reduce the risk of transmission to other personnel and inmates.  Christene

also reported that at the present time there are no vacant job openings being advertised within

County Departments.
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Dan Webster reported that a breach of the dike at Navajo Lake which is causing the lake

level to lower.  Different proposals are being studied by Iron County, Kane County and the Forest

Service to determine the best way to fix the problem before the fishery at Navajo is lost.  One

proposal is to repair the existing break and then build a new dike to replace the existing structure. 

The dike is required to prevent the lake from completely draining through natural lava pipes

located in the eastern section of the natural lake bed.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION           :

The Commission convened as the Board of Equalization on a motion by Dan Webster. 

To review finding of a tabled matter from April 23, 2012 regarding the request for exempt status

for parcel B-1016-0000-0000 by the Dixie and Anne Leavitt Foundation for the 2012 tax year. 

Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Christene Lowder reviewed the request and pointed to the concern with the Dixie and

Anne Leavitt Foundation receiving a tax exemption because they are using the facility as a

money generating operation by leasing the space to Southern Utah University Foundation for

office use.  

Michael Edwards pointed out that Utah Code requires the space to be used for charitable

purposes to qualify for tax exemption.  In this case the building is leased as an income producing

property to the Dixie and Anne Leavitt Foundation.  He recommended that tax exempt status be

denied.

Alma Adams made a motion to accept the Attorney opinion and deny tax exempt status

for parcel B-1016-0000-0000 because the property is used as an income producing property. 

Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

PUBLIC HEARING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)  :

Dan Webster made a motion to open a public hearing to discuss the project determined to

be applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in Program year 2012-2013.  The project being

considered is the remodel and addition of bays at the Beryl Fire Station.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Commissioner Brinkerhoff then opened the second public hearing at 10:00 a.m.

Commissioner Brinkerhoff stated that this hearing is being conducted to allow all citizens the

opportunity to provide input concerning the project which was applied for under the 2012-2013

Community Development Block Grant Program.  The County has included the remodel /

expansion of the Beryl Fire Department project in their capital improvement plan and decided to

apply for funds on behalf of the Iron County Beryl Fire Department to remodel and add

additional bays to the Beryl Fire Station.  The Commissioner explained that the application was

successful in the regional rating and ranking process.  Grant amount applied for was $300,000 for

2012-2013 project year. 

The Commission explained that CDBG stands for Community Development Block Grant

and that funds are allocated from the Federal Government under Title I of the Housing and

Community Development Act of 1974 as amended.  Locally funds are administered through the
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State of Utah, Department of Community and Economic Development.  Funds are to be used to

benefit low to moderate income projects.  The Beryl area qualifies as a low to moderate income

household service area under CDBG guidelines.

Nyal Bosshardt pointed out the need to have the additional bays in the fire station to

house water tender vehicles to support fire fighting apparatus in structure fires.  He explained

that because of the rural area and distance between residences, a community water system or fire

hydrant system is not feasible.  On a recent fire, water tenders were dispatched from over fifty

miles away to support fire fighting equipment.

Marvin Bracken commented on the CDBG process and the required documentation of the

proposed project.  He stated he was impressed with the thoroughness of the process.  He also

stated that by completing this project the fire rating for the entire valley should be improved.

The Commissioner stated that copies of the capital investment plan are available if

anyone would like a copy.  There were no more comments and the hearing was adjourned at

10:15 a.m.  

RAP TRAINING                          :

Christene Lowder presented RAP training on nutrition.  An employee’s health and

wellness directly relates to employee injuries.  A healthy and fit employee is less likely to get

injured or ill on or off the job.  A healthy person feeling well can focus on the task at hand and

therefore is a safer employee.

More than 90 million Americans are affected by chronic diseases and conditions that

comprise their quality of life and well-being.  Overweight and obesity, which are risk factors for

cardiovascular disease, hypertension, diabetes, certain cancers, and other chronic diseases, are

more common than ever before.  To correct this problem, we must make significant changes in

our nutrition, eating habits and lifestyles.

PERSONNEL MATTERS           :

Christene Lowder at the request of the Ambulance department supervisor requested that

action taken at the last Commission meeting be rescinded.  She requested that hiring approval of

part time Cedar City Paramedic’s, Anthony Miller and Reagan Welsh, granted on May 14, 2012

be rescinded and that Shane Yardley and Jeremy Schultz be approved for hiring as Cedar City

part time Paramedics.

Dan Webster made a motion to approve the request to rescind the hiring approval of

Anthony Miller and Reagan Welsh, granted on May 14, 2012 be rescinded and that Shane

Yardley and Jeremy Schultz be approved for hiring as Cedar City part time Paramedics.  Second

by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

COYOTE BOUNTY ADMINISTRATION           :

The Commission joined a conference call with Leonard Blackham from the Utah 

Department of Agriculture and Food to discuss a new program for coyote bounty administration. 

Mr. Blackham explained that the new program will be administered through the Department of

Wildlife Resources (DWR) and will require participants to document the location of the kill
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along with either the full coyote or a hide and lower jaw of the coyote.  There is also a mandatory

training that will be required before applying for the bounty.  The current bounty of $20.00

managed by the County will be terminated as of July 1, 2012

There will be three open houses conducted throughout the state with the first being

conducted this evening in Cedar City at the Crystal Inn.  The program is scheduled to begin on

July 1 with payment to be processed by September.  Mr. Blackham suggested that the County

focus its resources in ariel control of predators which can concentrate on problem areas.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                        :

David Miller asked if there was a count of people visiting Iron County to view the solar

eclipse on May 20.  The Commission responded that it was estimated that between 10,000 and

15,000 people were visitors in the County for this event.  A firm count is not available because

viewing areas were located throughout the County with the main point being Kanarraville.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                 :

Mike Worthen reported that the Wild Pea Hollow prairie dog field is proceeding with a

plan to treat the area with SPIKE, a herbicide used to control brush and because of the extremely

dry winter and spring, to treat for cheat grass control in the fall.  This should maximize growth of

favorable grasses for the reestablishment of the prairie dog colony at the site.  It is also planned to

dust the area for fleas to help prevent the spread of disease within the prairie dog colony.

APPLICATIONS FOR DRUG & ALCOHOL SCHOOL         :

David Yardley explained to the Commission that applications were being accepted to

addend the University of Utah School on Alcohol and Drug Dependencies scheduled to be held

June 17 through 22, 2012 at the University.  The County has sponsored two people in the past

with the program matching scholarships making four slots available to attend the training.  It is

valuable for people involved with teaching or working with individuals with dependency

problems.  

INSURANCE DISCUSSION               :

David Yardley reported on a proposal from Utah Local Government Trust to provide

extended liability insurance coverage to Iron County.  They have requested time to present their

program to replace Utah Counties Indemnity Pool coverage.  A copy of their presentation was

distributed to the Commission for their review.

It was determined that the County is not interested in changing insurance liability

coverage during the coming year and therefor the presentation would not be helpful.  This will be

relayed to UTLGT with a thank you for an interest in Iron County.

APPROVAL OF DRUG TASK FORCE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT :

A proposed interlocal agreement between Iron, Garfield, and Beaver Counties along with

Cedar City, Enoch City, Parowan City, and Brian Head Town as participants in the Iron,

Garfield, Beaver Drug Task Force was presented for approval.  Commissioner Adams pointed

out a conflict in language between two different sections of the agreement dealing with the

distribution of assets on withdrawal from the task force.
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After discussing the conflict, Alma Adams made a motion to approve the interlocal

agreement with a clarification of the conflicting sections and authorized the Commission Chair to

sign the agreement.  Second by Dan Webster. Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye;

Dan Webster, Aye. 

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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