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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
June 11, 2012

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. June 11, 2012 in

Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commission Chair

Alma L.  Adams Commissioner

Daniel L. Webster Commissioner

Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Maria Twitchell Tourism Director

Charles Morris Parks/Rec/Emergency Services

Jared Wilson Information Technology

Ronald Johnson Ambulance Supervisor
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Michael Worthen.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES May 29, 2012        :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held May 29, 2012 were approved as

amended on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Maria Twitchell reported that the Transient Room Tax (TRT) was up over 9% over the

same period in 2011.  She also reported on an information kiosk which has been installed at the

mouth of Cedar Canyon explaining the road closure of SR 14 due to a large landslide.  The slide

has broken a culinary water pipe which is allowing over a million gallons per day to flow into

Coal Creek.  Cedar City is studying ways to repair the line.

Maria also reported that the annular eclipse drew over 10,000 visitors to Iron County on

May 20.  The event was advertised as Kanarraville being the best viewing location in the United

States.  It was visible from the entire County.
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Charles Morris reported that there has been a small wild fire at Three Peaks which was

apparently ignited from an unattended fire pit.  The burn area was limited to about one acre and

was extinguished by local fire suppression resources.  Charlie also discussed problems at Woods

Ranch with pumping rest rooms.  The vault toilets were designed to be self cleaning which has

not worked.  Because of the design, there is not a good access to pump waste from the vaults.  He

also noted that as the Parks and Recreation Supervisor he has not been able to keep up with

necessary maintenance at the recreation areas.  Most regular maintenance of rest rooms and

picnic areas are contracted out with damage and more complex maintenance left to him.

Charlie also discussed training being done by the Emergency Management employees. 

Most of his time is spent in training and attending meetings.  He noted that Cedar City owes the

County $11,615.00 for reverse 911 contract charges.  It is expected that Cedar City will include it

in their FY 2013 budget which takes effect July 1.

Jared Wilson reported on computer upgrades at the Landfill and in the Sheriff’s

Departments.  They are in the process of upgrading the surveillance system in the Jail.  Bids have

been awarded and work should start in the near future.  Jared also reviewed the IT budget.  It is

within the expected range for this time of year with one concern with overtime due to upgrades in

different Departments.

Ron Johnson reported that call volume was higher than 2011 at the same time.  He also

reported that collections were up for the year.  Big concerns are with fuel prices, overtime and

vehicle maintenance.  Ron also discussed call breakdowns.  26% of call are mental related

transports, the majority go to Utah Valley, Salt Lake or Ogden.

Ron also reported that the Ambulance Department would be offering free standby at

many Summer Games events.  The Commission expressed concern with offering coverage

without proper compensation for the time and expense involved.

MOU WITH BLM SAGE GROUSE GUIDELINES          :

Mike Worthen,  Iron County National Resource Specialist, presented a Memorandum of

Understanding with the BLM regarding developing national sage grouse guidelines for the BLM

and Forest Service.  He explained that the agreement is to become a participating agency which

will include the County in the planning process.  Because this issue is habitat wide and involves

all sage grouse habitat, sage brush areas, it could drastically limit use of public lands in the west

if the sage grouse is listed as an endangered species.

Alma Adams made a motion to approve the MOU and listing Iron County as a

participating agency.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams,

Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

FIVE COUNTY AOG CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH COUNCIL ON AGING :

A contract amendment between the Five County AOG and the Council on Aging,

Contract No. Iron FY 2012 was presented for approval.  Connie Lloyd has recommended

approval.  After reviewing the agreement, Dan Webster made a motion to approve the contract

amendment as presented.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma

Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.
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RAP TRAINING                           :

Christene Lowder presented RAP training on incident/accident reporting.  Proper accident

and incident reporting is important to all of us.  If we fail to report a claim in a timely manner, we

may be excluded from certain benefits, reimbursement, or insurance coverage’s, and possibly

subject to civil and/or disciplinary action.  

The County’s reporting requirements are intended to improve our claims management

efforts.  These requirements help to improve our customer satisfaction and also reduce the cost of

risk to the organization.  As mentioned in previous presentations, the cost of risk significantly

affects all of us.  

If an employee failed to report an injury or automobile accident in a timely manner, the

County would not be certain of its responsibility.  Third party claims are frequently filed against

the organization.  And often, these claims allege the organization harmed them in one manner or

another, yet if the organization doesn’t have knowledge of the event, claims could be paid in

error.  Conversely, legitimate claims may be denied.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                     :

Christene Lowder presented a position justification for on call EMT’s in the Ambulance

Department.  Dan Webster made a motion to approve the workforce justification and approve the

posting of the available positions.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Christene also presented for approval four new hire EMT-Basic employees.  Brady

William, Jared Wenn, Hannah North, and Chase Chappell.  Dan Webster made a motion to

approve the hiring of the four EMT-Basic on call employees in the Ambulance Department. 

Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

Christene presented a request for approval of vacation hour donations to Bridget Larsen

who is recovering from Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infection.  Dan

Webster made a motion to approve vacation donations from County employees to Bridget

Larsen.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan

Webster, Aye.

CLOSED SESSION                          :

Dan Webster made a motion to convene in closed session for the purpose of discussing

the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual in

accordance with Utah Code 52-4 et. seq.   Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

STATE OF UTAH )

) s.s.

COUNTY OF IRON )

I, Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman of the County Commission of Iron County, Utah

hereby certify that the purpose of the Closed Meeting convened was conducted in accordance

with Utah Code 52-4 et. seq. for the purpose of discussing the character, professional
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competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.

Dated this 11   day of June, 2012.th

                                                                                            

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                          

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk 

After reconvening in open session, the Commission announced that no action was needed

by the Commission at this time.

ANNUAL TAX SALE RESULTS CERTIFICATION          :

Christene Lowder, Iron County Chief Deputy Auditor,  present the results of the annual

tax sale conducted May 24, 2012 for  certification of any or all properties advertised.  She

reported that 139 properties received bids and 38 received not bids and were struck off to the

County.  She also pointed out problems with one parcel listed as number 74 which was

purchased by Nancy Collier.  The parcel was owned by her husband Hal Collier under the name

of Habitat 594 Trust.  County policy states that individuals are prohibited from bidding on

properties owned by members of the same family.  

Alma Adams made a motion to approve and certify the results of the annual tax sale

except for parcel number 74.  This transfer is denied and the parcel will be struck off to the

County.  The motion also clarified that all parcels know as campsites and Beryl Townsite

Subdivision are to be removed from the surplus property list and will remain as County owned

parcels because of lot size and other problems.  Second by Dan Webster.  Voting: Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. on a motion by Dan Webster.  Second was by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; Alma Adams, Aye; Dan Webster, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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