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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
January 14, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. January 14, 2013

in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L.  Adams Commission Chair

 Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by G. Michael Edwards.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES December 10, 2012       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held December 10, 2012 were approved

as amended on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES December 17, 2012       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held December 17, 2012 were approved

as amended on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

COMMISSION REORGANIZATION FOR 2013      :

As the first matter of business, David Miller made a motion to appoint Alma Adams as

the Commission Chair for calender year 2013.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

IGBCNTF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT   :

Michael Edwards reviewed proposed changes to the Iron, Garfield, Beaver Counties
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Narcotics Task Force interlocal agreement.  David Miller questioned the process in forfeiture of

personal property by the Task Force and expressed concern that personal property rights were not

infringed upon.  Michael Edwards explained the process stating that Utah Code and Court

proceedings are very strict in notification and filing procedures.  All forfeiture actions are

required to go through a Court proceeding before action against an asset can be taken.

David Miller made a motion to approve the  Iron, Garfield, Beaver Counties Narcotics

Task Force interlocal agreement as presented and explained.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff. 

Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

CICWCD BOARD APPOINTMENT               :

A vacancy in the Central Iron County Water Conservancy Board created by the death of

Roy P. “Pug” Urie was brought before the Commission for appointment.  Dale Brinkerhoff

explained the procedure adopted which allocates seats between municipalities and county within

the District.  Cedar City has recommended appointing John Black as a Cedar City representative

on the Board.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the appointment of John Black to fill

the unexpired term of Roy P. Urie and to appoint him to a full term effective February 2013. 

Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

RAP TRAINING SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT         :

Leslie Bishop presented a proposal to change the RAP program from a weekly

presentation to a every two weeks presentation.  She cited several Departments that have

requested such a change due to the unavailability of personnel on a weekly basis.  After review,

the Commission authorized a change to a bi weekly presentation on a motion by David Miller. 

Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller,

Aye.

PERSONNEL MATTERS               :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Ambulance Department to approve the

promotions of Brady Williams and Hannah North to Advanced EMT as they have passed all of

the requirements for this advancement.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the

promotion of Brady Williams and Hannah North to Advanced EMT as requested.  Second by

David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie also presented a request from the Sheriff Department to promote Jody Edwards

from Detective Sergeant to Emergency Services Lieutenant effective December 23, 2012.   She

also requested approval of the promotion of Nic Johnson from Sheriff Corporal to Sheriff’s

Sergeant and Jeff Humphries from Sheriff Deputy to Sheriff Corporal effective December 23,

2012.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the promotions of Jody Edwards to

Emergency Services Lieutenant, Nic Johnson to Sheriff Sergeant, and Jeff Humphries to Sheriff

Corporal effective December 23, 2012.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request from the Corrections Department to approve the promotions of

Shalon Shaver from Corrections Corporal to Corrections Sergeant to replace Sergeant Sandra
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Fox who is retiring January 15, 2013, and the promotion of Michelle Walker from Corrections

Deputy to Corrections Corporal to replaces Shalon Shaver due to her promotion.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the promotions as explained in the Corrections

Department.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye.

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT PAY INCREASE              :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from Sheriff Mark Gower to give a $1.00 per hour pay

increase for merit service Deputies within the Sheriff’s Department including both patrol and

corrections officers.  She explained that funding for the pay increases will come from the existing

approved budget from vacant positions that have not been filled.  She also explained that a salary

survey showed that Iron County has the lowest pay scale of counties and agencies in the

surrounding area.

Sheriff Gower explained that because Deputies are leaving for higher wages in

surrounding Counties the Department is in a constant training cycle.  He stated that it is hard to

send a new officer into certain situations with little or no training and therefore new Deputies

must be accompanied by more experienced officers.

Neil Forsyth questioned why one Department was singled out for salary increases when

all Departments have not received any salary increase for over four years.  All Departments are in

reality suffering a hardship due to increases in living expenses without a compensating salary

adjustment.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the salary increase of $1.00 per hour for

Sheriff Department personnel covered under the merit service system including Deputies and

Corrections Officers.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                             :

Jaren Scott commented on a procedure implemented at his former employer, Circle Four

Farms, in which units that were able to cut expenditures in existing budgets by at least 6% were

authorized to direct the savings to employee salary increases.  He wondered if such a system

would be feasible in County departments.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                      :

Leslie Bishop commented on the procedure the County uses in hiring animal control

officers (prairie dog handlers) which allows them to receive unemployment benefits at County

expense during the winter months.  Cost of unemployment benefits is $635.00 per month per

employee.  She suggested an alternative may be to hire contract personnel which would be for a

specific time period.  

Dale Brinkerhoff reported that Senator Evan Vickers has opened a bill file for the

upcoming legislative session in which it would allow the Counties to manage prairie dogs now

covered under the HCP.  David Miller added that the bill needs to contain language that current

funding levels from State and Federal funds would be directed to the Counties for management

of their programs.
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR THE WEST HIGHWAY 56 PROJECT :

The interlocal agreement authorized under Resolution 2012-11 dated November 13, 2012

was approved for signatures on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

UAC COUNTY DAY AT LEGISLATURE                     :

 The Commission was reminded of the County day at the Legislature on February 8, 2013

sponsored by the Utah Association of Counties.  David Yardley was asked to process registration

for each of the Commissioners.

PETPO MEMBERSHIP 2013                  :

A request to subscribe to a membership in PETPO (People for the Ethical Treatment of

Property Owners), a locally based organization which is dedicated to the preservation of private

property rights vs. Prairie dogs was presented for approval.  David Miller stated that he had a

conflict in that he was a Board Member of PETPO however he did not receive any monetary

benefit as he served as a volunteer only.  Cost of membership is $15.00 per year.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the County joining for a one year term at

$15.00.  Citing the conflict of interest, David Miller seconded the motion.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by

David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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