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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
February 11, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. February 11,

2013 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Mark O. Gower County Sheriff

Scott F. Garrett County Attorney

Margaret Miller Justice Court Judge

Brett Allred Jail Commander
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Brett Allred.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES January 28, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held January 28, 2013 were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Scott Garrett presented Attorney Department budget totals for 2012.  He also reported

on the case load in the Attorney’s office which included 492 felonies filed, 39 domestic violence

cases and 92 drug task force cases.  Contract negotiations for public defenders was transferred

from the Attorney’s office to Human Resources to avoid conflict of interest concerns.

Margaret Miller reviewed the Justice Court budget for 2012.  She also reported on the
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work load at the Justice Court.  Currently jury trials are being scheduled as far out as July

because of the number of cases to be heard.  She discussed courtroom space needs and the

possibility of utilizing the Courtroom at the Iron County Courthouse to conduct additional trials

to allow for more timely court dates.

Mark Gower reported that new patrol vehicles have been ordered and should be

delivered in March.  The Sheriff’s Department is also proceeding with upgrading dash cameras

and personal protective gear for patrol deputies.

Sheriff Gower also reported that Angie Smith, Rick Dickinson and Charlie Young have

announced their retirement.  He also reported that Deputy Tom Bird has been recognized as the

Utah Peace Officer of the Year.  A formal presentation will be scheduled for a future

Commission meeting.

Brett Allred reported on updated security at the Jail.  He also reported that the Jail

operated under budget for 2012.  Bookings are up over 2011 numbers and 2013 is starting off

with higher booking numbers, mostly from outstanding warrants.  The Jail is currently under

staffed by two deputies with a new roster being prepared, the positions will be filled as soon as

possible.  He also reported that Hank Armbruster and Connie King have announced their

retirement later this year.

David Miller reported that Cedar City has been selected as a host city for the Tour of

Utah bicycle race for 2012.  The race is one of the largest in the United States and will bring

many participants and spectators to the County.  He also reported on a plan by the Water

Conservancy District to recharge waste water at Quichapa lake into the aquifer.  Commissioner

Miller also reported that he and Commissioner Brinkerhoff testified in support of a Senate

resolution regarding prairie dog management.  The hearing went very well and the Senate

Committee recommended approval by the entire Senate.

Alma Adams reported on County day at the Legislature sponsored by the Utah

Association of Counties and held on February 8.  He also reported that the pilot project to

transfer title to RS-2477 roads in Iron County is still moving forward.  It is anticipated that the

project can be completed in the near future without litigation.

PUBLIC HEARING  CREATION OF AGRICULTURAL PROTECTION AREA:  

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments regarding

a proposal to create an agricultural protection area (APA).  Second by David Miller.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

David Yardley reported that A. Leon Matheson and Barbara Matheson Living Trust,

submitted a request to designate  two parcels described as Parcel 1:  SW1/4SE1/4 SEC 30, T36S,

R12W, SLM; INCL EASE FOR RD 33 FT WIDE ON N BDRY and Parcel 2:  W 80 ACRES OF

N 120 ACRES OF E1/2 SEC31, T36S, R12W, SLM.  Containing 120 acres M/L as an

agricultural protection area.  A notice of the proposal was published in the Spectrum/Daily News

allowing for a comment period.  Notice was then sent to the Planning Commission and the

Agricultural Protection Board notifying them of the application.
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The Planning Commission and the Agricultural Protection Board submitted a

recommendation in favor of the proposed APA and a second notice was published and posted

notifying adjoining property owners and residents of this public hearing.

Glen Halterman, a member of the Agricultural Protection Board, reported that their Board

found that the project is a viable agricultural operation and that it meets all of the criterial for

designation as an APA.

After all public comments the public hearing was closed on a motion by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye.

The Commission then listed the following findings:

1. The property is used for an agricultural purpose, an orchard and livestock grazing.

2. The property is correctly zoned for agricultural use, Agricultural-20.

3. The current use is a viable agricultural use, orchard and livestock grazing.

4. Anticipated trends in agriculture will continue to be useful as an agricultural use.

David Miller then made a motion to approve the designation of the parcels described as

an agricultural protection area and to direct the County Clerk to record such notice in the County

Recorder’s office and provide notice to the Utah Department of Agriculture.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PRESENTATION OF THE IRON COUNTY RESOURCE ASSESSMENT: 

Tyce Palmer, Utah Association of Conservation Districts, and Glen Halterman, a member

of the local Soil Conservation District, met with the Commission to present the results of a

resource assessment study.  The Enterprise and Iron Conservation District developed the resource

assessment with the goal that conservation efforts in the County address the most important local

resource needs.  The report identified natural and social resources present in Iron County and

detailed specific areas of concern.

The five natural resource areas of concern included: 1.  Water Conservation.  2.  Grazing

and public land issues.  3.  Noxious weed issues.  4.  Conservation education.  And 5.  Forestry

lands and management.

TAX MATTER  - River Road Investments LLC Tax Deferral Request:  

River Road Investments LLC, Dorothy Sheffield, submitted an application for a tax

deferral on property described as Lot 4 in the Ridge View Estates, 292 W Ridge View Dr, Brian

Head, Utah,  Property Serial #A-1191-0004-0000, Account #430907.  Property Taxable Value

for 2012 is $723,115; Total Taxes, Interest, Penalty Due as of  March 1, 2013 totaled $17,678.95

with the total Taxes, Interest, and Penalty, requested for deferral $17,678.95.  After reviewing the

requested tax deferral Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to defer the delinquent taxes, interest, and

penalty as requested.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                             :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Sheriff’s Department Emergency Services
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Division to hire Ty March as the EMS Sergeant, due to the restructure of the Emergency Services

Division.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the hiring of Ty March as an EMS

Sergeant as requested.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

RAP TRAINING                                              :

Leslie Bishop presented RAP training regarding work related injury reporting. She

explained that this has become a problem in some instances with needle sticks or other work

related body fluid exposures.  In some cases reporting has jeopardized reporting requirements

with Workers Comp Fund and with OSHA.  Departments are reminded to report injuries or

exposures as soon as possible.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                                    :

George Mason, Central Iron County Water Conservancy District, introduced Paul Monroe

as the new general manager of the CICWCD.  They explained a project they are working on in

recharging the aquifer from the Quichapa lake area.  They requested help from Iron County with

the donation of personnel and equipment in this project to help keep costs at a minimum.

Lynn Elliott met with the Commission to discuss progress on the Beryl Fire Station

project.  Issues include a right of entry from SITLA, relocating the power line over the project,

collapsible soils identified in soils tests.  Lynn was asked to arrange a meeting with Chad Nay,

Joe Myers, and Dale Brinkerhoff to discuss the soils issue.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                            :

Mark Woodbury representing Color Country Housing came before the Commission to

request prairie dog take in behalf of low income customers.  Take as calculated by DWR for

three lots in Enoch as follows:

Karina Reyes, Lot 67 Saddleback Views 4B, 3.6 dogs on 0.46 acres.

Ryan Morrill, Lot 54 Saddleback Views 4B, 3.6 dogs on 0.42 acres.

Wade Johnson, Lot 64 Saddleback Views 4B, 3.6 dogs on 0.45 acres.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the permanent take of 10.8 prairie dogs as

authorized under the habitat conservation plan.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

BOARD APPOINTMENTS                            :

Board appointments needed were reviewed.  Council on Aging need to replace Roy P.

“Pug” Urie and Vern Kupfer.  Four name were submitted as a recommendation.  The names were

referred back with a request to narrow the choices to appoint.

Accident Review Board: Ron Johnson, former Ambulance Supervisor was replaced with

Jody Edwards, Emergency Management Lieutenant on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by

David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

FINAL ACTION ON MOU WITH THE PAIUTE TRIBE RE BUILDING INSPECTIONS:

A request to join in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Paiute tribe for

building inspection services on the construction of a proposed campground near the Kanarraville
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I-15 exit was recalled for action.  David Miller made a motion to approve the MOU as approved

by the County Attorney’s office.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ADJOURN                                                     :

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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