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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
July 22, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. July 22, 2013 in

Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Eugene H. Adams County Auditor

Cindy W. Bulloch County Assessor

Geraldine S. Norwood County Treasurer

Deborah B. Johnson County Recorder

Paul Monroe Central Iron County Water Conservancy

District
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Gene Adams.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES July 8, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held July 8, 2013 were approved on a

motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Gene Adams, County Auditor, reported that valuation notices have been approved and

should be in the mail this week.  Tax rates for all entities have been set.  Two entities, the Iron

County School District and Enoch City are planning on tax increases and have set truth in

taxation hearings in August.  County revenue for the same period as 2012 is down about 3%.  
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Cindy Bulloch, County Assessor, reported that State Board of Equalization hearings

have been completed.  Rulings should be issued within the next few weeks.  Cindy also

expressed concern with the Assessor fuel budget and travel budget due to training and higher

than anticipated fuel costs.

Cindy explained that businesses that failed to report personal property were sent tax

notices with estimated equipment values plus a penalty.  Under State Code there is no appeal and

no way to reduce the assessment.  County assessed values are down about 1.4% with Brian Head

value down 4% and Parowan value down 4%.  Centrally assessed values are up over last year.

Geri Norwood, County Treasurer, presented a tax distribution comparison for 2012 and

2013 to the same time period.  She also reported that payments on tax deferral agreements issued

by the County Commission have five current with payments and two delinquent.  She also

reported that the Treasurer’s budget is within projections.

Debbie Johnson, County Recorder, presented a document filing comparison with the

same period last year.  She also reported that loan default filings are down from 115 in 2012 to

67 to the same time this year.  The Recorder’s office is busy scanning survey plats that have been

filed in the Engineer’s office.  This project is nearing the half way completion mark.

Paul Monroe, Central Iron County Water Conservancy District, reported that the snow

pack recorded in 2012/13 was 69% of normal and that soil moisture is at 10% which is an all

time low recording.  Aquifers throughout the County continue to decline in all areas except near

the Cedar City sewer plant where the water table is increasing.

Mr. Monroe also reported on continuing efforts to secure 27,000 acre feet of water rights

in Wah Wah and Pine valleys.  There are test wells that can be pumped that are in place.  Static

water level stands at 650 feet below the surface.  The District is also working on updating their

policy and procedure manuals, especially trying to establish a purchasing policy.

Dale Brinkerhoff reported that a meeting is scheduled with Dixie National Forest today

at 2:30 p.m. in Cedar City.  The Commission has been invited to attend.

David Miller reported that he attended the patchwork parkway ribbon cutting ceremony

at Parowan and Panguitch.  He also reported that the Woods Ranch water tank project has been

completed and is operational.  

Commissioner Miller also reported that there continues to be a problem with prairie dogs

in the Cedar City Cemetery and with a commitment to fence the area, a lethal take permit can be

issued to eliminate the remaining prairie dogs within the cemetery.  There has also been a survey

of the golf course to determine how much fencing would be required to make it so that all of the

prairie dogs could be removed.

RESOLUTION 2013-9 RAP TAX MATTER       : 

Resolution 2013-8 which resolves that Iron County does not intend to assess a RAP tax

for botanical, cultural, recreational, and zoological organizations or facilities for ten years was

presented by Paul Bittmenn, Cedar City Attorney.  He explained that Cedar City imposed the tax

in 2006 and the authorization is now expiring.  If the County adopts this resolution the matter
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will be placed on the November ballot for residents to vote to continue to assess the tax.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to adopt Resolution 2013-9 as follows.  Second by

David Miller.  

IRON COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 2013 - 9

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF IRON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

STATING THAT IRON COUNTY IS NOT SEEKING TO IMPOSE A TAX

UNDER UTAH CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 59, CHAPTER 12, PART 7,

COUNTY OPTION FUNDING FOR BOTANICAL, CULTURAL,

RECREATIONAL, AND ZOOLOGICAL ORGANIZATIONS OR FACILITIES.

WHEREAS, in 2006 Cedar City imposed a 1/10  of one percent local option sales taxth

pursuant to the provisions of Utah Code Annotated, Title 59, Chapter 12, Part 14; and 

WHEREAS, this local option sales tax became known as the Recreation, Arts, and Parks

Tax, or RAP tax for short; and 

WHEREAS, over the past eight (8) years the RAP tax has generated over two million

dollars ($2,000,000.00) that have been spent to construct recreational facilities in Cedar City and

support arts groups such as the Utah Shakespeare Festival, the Orchestra of Southern Utah, Cedar

City Music Arts, and many others; and 

WHEREAS, the ability of Cedar City to support recreation, arts, and parks is a benefit to

the Citizens of Iron County; and 

WHEREAS, the original authority under which Cedar City passed the RAP tax only

allowed the tax to be imposed for eight (8) years; and 

WHEREAS, Cedar City intends to submit the opinion question to the residents of Cedar

City on the November 5, 2013, municipal election ballot to renew the RAP tax for an additional

ten (10) years; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Utah Code Annotated Title 59, Chapter 12,

Section 1402(6), prior to submitting the issue on the ballot a municipality must inform the county

in which the municipality is located of the municipality’s intent to place the issue on the ballot. 

Also, the municipality must receive from the County a written resolution passed by the county

legislative body stating that the county legislative body is not seeking to impose a tax under Utah

Code Annotated Title 59, Chapter 12, Part 7, county option funding for botanical, cultural,

recreational, and zoological organizations or facilities.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by Iron County, State of Utah, that Iron

County formally notifies Cedar City that Iron County is not seeking to impose a tax under the

provisions of Utah Code Annotated, Title 59, Chapter 12, Part 7, County option funding for

botanical, cultural, recreational, and zoological organizations or facilities.
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Dated this 22  day of July, 2013.nd

                                                                             
Alma L. Adams
Commission Chair

[SEAL]

ATTEST:

                                                         
David I. Yardley
Iron County Clerk

Voting:
Alma L. Adams  Aye         

Dale M. Brinkerhoff  Aye         

David J. Miller  Aye         

COUNTY SEAT PROGRAM UPDATE           :

Chad Booth, reported on topics covered on the County Seat TV program.  Some

suggestions for future programs included water issues, fire prevention to avoid large and

devastating wild fires, power generation including wind solar and geothermal production.  Also

the construction of large transmission lines to wheel the generated power from Wyoming to

California.

Chad also displayed a “Telly Award” received by the program for the excellence in

covering local issues, especially in rural areas.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NOTIFICATION FOR RESORT LODGE :

Reed Erickson presented a notification of a proposed conditional use permit for a resort

lodge to be located at 3542 S Bumblebee Road, west of Cedar City and requested by Dawn

Prendes, property owner.  It will be operated as Henry’s Place and will be a 501 C (3) non profit

corporation.  The plan is to operate the area as a youth summer camp area with a permanent care

taker living on the property.  The matter will be presented to the Planning Commission for their

approval on August 1.

PRAIRIE DOG PERMANENT TAKE REQUEST         :

A prairie dog permanent take request for Lot 39 Mountain Shadows Subdivision Phase III 

requested by Alex Meisner Construction LLC which was tabled earlier for better counts was

recalled for action.  The request is for four dogs on 0.25 acres.  David Miller made a motion to

approve the take as requested.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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PERSONNEL MATTERS               :

Leslie Bishop presented a request to amend the County vehicle operation policy, section

30 to bring it into compliance with State Code by eliminating the section referring to the carrying

of fire arms in County vehicles.  It was also noted that the numbering format was amended to

comply with other Code sections by changing the numbering from alphabetical to numeric with

roman numeral numbering of sections.  David Miller made a motion to amend Section 30 of the

Iron County Personnel Policy as presented and to approve formatting changes as recommended

and that the amended policy be distributed to all County Departments.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request from the Council on Aging for approval to hire Ruby Barton as

a part-time Out Reach Worker to replace Kortnie Carter. Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to

approve hiring Ruby Barton as requested.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie also presented a request from the Sheriff Department/EMS Division to approve the

promotion of Jared Gardner and Nathan Jessop to Advanced EMT.  The certification is required

for compliance with State of Utah Advanced Life Support (ALS) EMS licensure for the Iron

County Ambulance Service with a retroactive approval date of January 6, 2013.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the requested action.  Second by David Miller.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

RAP TRAINING                   :

Leslie Bishop explained that Departments are continuing to receive sexual harassment

and hostile work environment training.  There are continuing concerns that there are

opportunities to improve work conditions to avoid problems and to make the work place safe for

all employees.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                          :

A request to approve an extension to September 24, 2013 of the development period for

new construction at the Cedar City sewer facility was approved on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff. 

Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PER DIEM REIMBURSEMENT RATES                 :

Leslie Bishop presented a proposal to adjust per diem meal rates and reimbursement for

staying with a relative while on County business.  It was suggested that meal rates be adjusted to

Breakfast, $8.00; Lunch, $10.00 and Dinner, $18.00.  It was also suggested that an allowance of

$25.00 per night be given to employees that choose to stay with a relative instead of a hotel while

on County business.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the higher per diem rates and to

request a formal policy be drafted and presented at the next Commission meeting for approval. 

Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk 
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