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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
August 12, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. August 12, 2013

in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

Troy Little Deputy County Attorney

Cynthia K. Robinson Deputy County Clerk

Also Present:

Geri Norwood County Treasurer

Cindy Bulloch County Assessor

Mark Gower County Sheriff

Margaret Miller Justice Court Judge

Scott Garrett County Attorney

Eugene Adams County Auditor

Brad Spencer Correctional Facility Lieutenant

Stephanie Furnival Children’s Justice Center Director
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Cindy Robinson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES July 22, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held July 22, 2013 were approved on a

motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Stephanie Furnival reported that the summer months are usually the quiet time at the

center, but this summer the CJC has remained busy.  Funding from the State is on a fiscal year
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beginning July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.  The Center will receive increased funding this

fiscal year due to an increase in cases from last year.  Stephanie reported she was able to write a

grant to replace the sidewalk and driveway at the Center.  

The turnout with this years fun run fund raiser increased.  Their were approximately 150

people that came out for the run/walk.  The event started and ended at the Center and they held

an open house in conjunction with the run.  Due to the fund raiser, an LDS Ward in Cedar, and

SUU Leadership Conference, the CJC  has been able to stock their shelves with much needed

supplies.   

Scott Garrett reported that the Attorney’s budget through the end of June was at  48.5%

of anticipated expenditures.  Prosecution costs are increasing across the board.  The County

Attorney’s office has tried nine jury cases so far this year.  Jury trials are above the average in

Iron County compared to other Counties our size.  

Scott Garrett introduced the new Deputy Attorney II, Candace Reid.  Candace comes

from Emery County then moved to Cedar and graduated from Cedar High School.  She went to

law school at Phoenix University.  Candace worked with Washington County for a time before

coming to Iron County.  She will be handling the Justice Court Cases and Class A

Misdemeanors.  

Mark Gower reported on the Sheriff’s Department budget.  He is currently over budget

due to equipment purchases made at the first of the year.  He also reported that the Mobile

Command Center is now equipped and ready for use.  The Sheriff’s office recently used the

command center for the Tour of Utah and it was well received by the public.  They will take the

unit to the County Fair for people to view.

The Sheriff reported on the departments under his jurisdiction.  The Investigations

Division carry approximately twelve open cases each.  The Patrol Division continues to work

hard providing law enforcement services to the County.  The Sheriff’s Department has one

deputy in field training who will start the academy in September and graduate from the Law

Enforcement block in December of 2013.  Currently a part-time secretary position is open due to

Shelly Thurgood  leaving the county to start a new career in Washington DC as an intern for

Representative Chris Stewart.  One Deputy is on extended sick leave due to knee surgery.  The

department is working to improve Tactical Training.  They will also work on lowering overtime

costs as well as fuel costs.  The department has noticed an increase in summer events that draw

tourist and competitors to Iron County. 

The Drug Task Force has not located any large scale marijuana grows in Iron County this

year.  The VIPS program is continuing to be a huge success their help with the Tour of Utah this

month was appreciated.  The Emergency Medical Services Division continue to work on

command structure within the ambulance staff.  

Judge Margaret Miller reported they have a great number of jury trials scheduled and a

significant number of bench trails set that will require witnesses to be subpoenaed which will

require witness fees to be paid.  Currently they are scheduling trials into October and November. 
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They are scheduling status hearings prior to a trial setting to hopefully settle some cases prior to

trial to prevent some of the witness fees.  Traffic cases filed this year are up compared to 2012,

criminal misdemeanor and infraction cases for the same time period have gone down, and small

claims filings have increased this year.

The court received a grant from the Technology, Security and Training Account through

the State Court Administrator’s office for the purpose of purchasing a 47" TV, stand, and a DVD

player.  The grant amount was $973.00 and the county’s cost was $27.00.  E-filing has started

officially as of July 2013.  Some kinks still need to be worked out with the agencies on

submitting their tickets through e-file.  Joanna Lambeth and Virginia Douglas will attend a BCI

training as well as an advanced auditing training.  Three clerks will also be attending the fall

Clerk Conference.  

Brad Spencer reported on the Correction Facility budget.  Overtime is in excess of the

budget due to five staffing vacancies at the beginning of the year. Training budget is also over

budget due to sending four new deputies to the academy.  The facility is changing from

purchasing prepared food and will now start cooking from scratch which will save the County

approximately  $30,000.00 a year.  Two Deputies have returned from POST and are completing

their field training.  One person Is currently attending POST and another will start in September. 

They have one Deputy Position that is still vacant and is not being filled at this time.  The facility

is in the process of hiring a full-time secretary and a part-time EMT.

The video recording system installation in the housing units which was started at the

beginning of the year is now nearing completion. The facility will be receiving bids for the re-

sealing of the parking lots.  The inmate Telephone and Video Visitation System Is being installed

by a private contractor at no cost to the County.  The County will receive a commission rate of

65% compared to the commission they now receive at 25%.  The Correction Facility personnel

would like to thank the Commission for the additional office space they have acquired due to

AP&P moving to another facility.

Commissioner Adams  reported on the CIB Grant funding for the Shakespeare Theater. 

The County received approval of a loan at 1.5% interest to be funded from the Restaurant Tax

and the Transient Room Tax.

YOUTH CENTER FUNDING BY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS :

Representing the Iron County Youth center, Jill McKinley, Program Administrator II, also

in attendance was Robert Jones Iron County Youth Services Supervisor, Cedar City Police Chief

Allison, and Iron County Sheriff Mark Gower.

Jill McKinley reported on Senate Bill 218 sponsored by Daniel Thatcher and the impact it

has on funding for our rural local Receiving Center, Iron County Youth Center, as well as the

help it provides for local families, youth and law enforcement.   The Center serves youth ten to

seventeen years old from Beaver, Iron, and some of Washington County.  The youth center

serves as an emergency care/crisis drop off point and intake service for youth who do not meet

admission guidelines for detention.  
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Cedar City and Blanding City were allotted $750,000.00 to split between the two centers

for operating costs.  Due to cut in funds the Cedar Center has lost a full time employee and must

close Sunday morning at 6:00 a.m. until Monday at 6:00 a.m.  Any youth that are in the facility

during these hours must be transported by a police agency to the Washington County facility and

then picked up again on Monday morning and brought back to Cedar City.  

Ms. McKinley is in the process of contacting Cities within the service area and to the

School Board as well as Counties served to explain the position this bill’s lack of funding is

causing the rural communities.  The Commission thanked Ms McKinley for bringing this to their

attention and may consider this as a budget item for the year 2014.    

CONSOLIDATED DISPATCH SERVICES AGREEMENT :

A motion was made by Dale Brinkerhoff to table the Cooperative Agreement for

Consolidated Dispatch Service until the next Commission Meeting to give the Commission more

time to study the agreement and request Linda Petty, Dispatch Director to attend.  Second by

Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

PRAIRIE DOG PERMANENT TAKE APPROVAL :

A request for permanent take of four prairie dogs on Lot 15, Equestrian Pointe

Subdivision Phase II was presented for action.  David Miller made a motion to approve the take

of four prairie dogs on Lot 15, Equestrian Pointe Subdivision Phase II.   Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye

TAX MATTER - REPORT ON STEVE BROWN TAX DEFERRAL : 

Geri Norwood, Iron County Treasurer reported she has received payments from Steve

Brown on his tax deferral property.  He is now current with the payment’s for the months of

May, June, and July.  Geri has also received two hundred dollars toward the August payment

which becomes delinquent August 31.  

FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS   :

Contract amendments for the Senior Citizen  2013/2014 fiscal year for aging and nutrition

services provided through the Five County AOG along with a cash match report and a contract to

provide services funded through the Five County AOG were presented for approval.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to table the signing of the Five County AOG Contract Amendment

with Iron County until such time as Connie Lloyd, Senior Citizen Director could be present to

explain the contracts.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

After a lunch break and time for Connie Lloyd to attend and explain the contracts, Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the FY 2013 Contract Amendments for Aging and

Nutrition Services,  also accept the Cash Match Report and to Approve the FY 2014 Contract as

presented.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye.

BOILER REPLACEMENT IN THE IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE   :

A proposal to provide design of replacement boilers in the Courthouse was tabled to
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allow County Clerk David Yardley to be present as he has worked closely with heating issues in

the Courthouse for several years.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                          :

Leslie Bishop presented a proposed amendment to the County Personnel Policy to change

per diem reimbursement for out of County travel as discussed in a previous Commission

meeting.  The proposed reimbursement rate would be increased to $8.00 for breakfast; $10.00 for

lunch; and $18.00 for dinner.  When an employee opts to stay with family while away it was

recommended that a reimbursement of $25.00 be made instead of paying for a hotel room. After

discussing the proposal, Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the increase of per diem 

rates as follows:  $8.00 for breakfast, $10.00 for lunch, and $18.00 for dinner.  Also to approve

lodging as follows:  Overnight travel: If traveler stays with friends or relatives rather than

hotel/motel or uses a personal camper or travel trailer, the traveler will be reimbursed at the rate

of $20 per day without receipts or up to $30 per day with receipts for campers or travel trailer

parking. To be eligible for reimbursement the traveler must stay within a 30 mile radius from the

event /training they attend.  Second by Dave Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

A request to approve Candace Reid as a Deputy County Attorney II was presented by

Scott Garrett.  David Miller made a motion to hire Candace Reid as a Deputy Attorney II starting

date of August 5, 2013 to replace Ann Marie Allen.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.  Candace Reid was then sworn in as a

Deputy Attorney II  by Cindy Robinson, Chief Deputy Clerk.

HUMAN RESOURCE SUPERVISOR SALARY ADJUSTMENT DISCUSSION   :

The Commission discussed an increase in the Human Resource Supervisor, Leslie

Bishop.  Because of the extra hours of work and since Ms. Bishop is an exempt employee she

does not qualify for over time pay.  Cindy Bulloch Iron County Assessor commented about how

Ms. Bishop is able to look keep the County interest as her primary focus and at the same time is

also concerned about the best interest of employees.    

David Miller made a motion to increase the Human Resource Director salary $500.00 per

month or $6,000.00 per year effective September 1, 2013.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.   Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk 
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