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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
September 9, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. September 9,

2013 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

H. Eugene Adams County Auditor

Maria Twitchell Tourism/Outdoor Recreation Director

Marie Brooks Emergency Management Director

Jared Wilson Information Technology

Jody Edwards Emergency Service Director

Brennan Wood Economic Development Director
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Jody Edwards.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES August 26, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held August 26, 2013 were approved on

a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Maria Twitchell reported that the Transient Room Tax is up over previous years.  So far

it is the best year on record.  She reported that the Tour of Utah was broadcast 152 million

households world wide and that the Tour of Utah had approximately 12,000 people in attendance

at the finish line.  The race was very well supported and sponsors have said they would like to

return again for a leg of the race.

The large mine shovel and rail road caboose display at Frontier Homestead State Park



2 September 9, 2013

was dedicated on September 7.  The event was well attended and honored former Commissioner

Dan Webster.

Maria reported that the water tanks at Wood Ranch have been installed however there are

some details that need to be finished before the system is approved as a culinary water system. 

She also reported that the parks have experienced an increase in vandalism especially of signs at

Three Peaks and near the shooting range.  Signs are being repaired by the Road Department.

Marie Brooks reported on planning grants received by the Emergency Management

Department and on training being performed.  The Paiute tribe is hosting CERT training to be

restarted in the fall.  It will be conducted at the tribal building.  Emergency Management is

gearing up for an airport exercise within the next few days.  This will be a “no notice” exercise.

Jared Wilson reported that the IT Department is concerned with overtime expenditures

due to the computer crash the County experienced and with the upgrade of Sheriff/Jail software. 

The IT Department also developed a program for the Iron County Fair to log in exhibits and track

premium money due to exhibitors.

Jody Edwards reported that the Ambulance Department is experiencing concerns with

scheduling shifts due to hour restrictions imposed by the affordable health care act (Obamacare)

which limits part time employees to not more than twenty five hours per week.  The Ambulance

Department is also looking at ways to reduce costs.  Transport to out of county facilities from

Valley View Medical Center is also being looked at to determine if it is cost effective to transport

since Medicare patients are reimbursed as a significantly lower rate.

Brennan Wood reported that GAF is now hiring key people as the plant is gearing up for

production.  Most of the new hires are coming from the local work force.  MSC Inc. has hired an

additional thirty employees this year as they prepare to begin construction of additional facilities. 

Solar generating companies are showing renewed interest in the County with one company

securing a sales agreement with Rocky Mountain Power.

PUBLIC HEARING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT :

David Miller made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments relating to a

proposed amendment to the 2013 County budget.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Gene Adams, Iron County Auditor, explained proposed changes in the current year

budget including a change to reflect an agreement with Cedar City regarding the distribution of

Library tax funds.  The Fair budget also was adjusted to reflect the building addition approved to

enclose the open area between the main building and the storage area.  Other items where

adjustments were proposed included the municipal service fund and the general fund.

The Commission requested additional comments of which none were given. Whereupon

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to close the public hearing.  Second by David Miller.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

RESOLUTION 2013-10 APPROVAL OF BUDGET ADJUSTMENT    :

After closing the Public Hearing, Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to adopt Resolution
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2013-10 amending the 2013 County budget.  Second by David Miller.

RESOLUTION 2013-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE IRON COUNTY COMMISSION APPROVING AN

AMENDMENT TO THE 2013 IRON COUNTY BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Iron County Commission has approved expenditures which were not

included in the budget adopted December 17, 2012; and

 WHEREAS, Iron County has received funds from sources including grants which were

not anticipated in the original 2013 budget; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the 2013 budget of Iron County hereby amended the following

funds by the amount indicated:

2013 Approved Proposed Increase

Budget Amendment

General Fund $14,404,992 $14,583,536 $178,544    

Municipal Service Fund $ 5,532,446 $ 5,624,282    $ 91,836 

Library $    292,624 $     295,019 $   2,395

Fair $    160,020 $     175,820 $ 15,800

Total Change $288,575   

 BY ORDER OF the Board of Iron County Commissioners this 9  day of September,th

2013.

                                                                                        

Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chair

Attest:                                                               

David I. Yardley, Clerk

Voting:

Alma L. Adams Aye

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Aye

David J. Miller Aye

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT FOR 2012           :

Mike Spilker, Hinton, Burdick, PLLC presented the results of the independent audit

report for the year ending December 31, 2012.  A copy of the report was presented to the
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Commissioners and a copy was filed in the County Clerk’s office.  The report indicated that the

County was in compliance with audit standards and no items of concern were noted.  In summary

he stated that the County spent less than anticipated and took in more than anticipated leaving the

County in sound financial condition.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve and accept the audit report for 2012.  Second

by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                    :

Jane Shaffer, representing the Human Resource Department presented for approval the

following items:  Sheriff/Corrections Office/EMS Ambulance, 1.  Rrequested approval to hire

Charla Pearson as a Part-time secretary in the Sheriff’s Office effective August 23,2013 to

replace Shelly Thurgood who resigned.   2.  Requested approval to hire Gary Blake Overson, as

an Advanced EMT, EMS, Ambulance, effective April 25, 2013, in an on call position.  3. 

Request promotion approval for Corporal. Monty Fielding to be promoted to Correction Sergeant

effective September 1, 2013.  4.  Request approval of the promotion of  Deputy Stacy Mitchell to

Correction Corporal effective  September 1, 2013.   5.  Request approval of the promotion of

Rosemary Brinkerhoff from Advanced EMT to Paramedic effective September 1, 2013 as an on-

call position.  6.  Requested approval of the promotion of Daniel Abbott, from Advanced EMT to

Paramedic effective September 1, 2013 as an on-call position. 

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the personnel changes in the Sheriff’s office

as presented.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye.

Jane Shaffer also presented a request from the Council On Aging to approve the hiring of

Ashlee Moffitt, as kitchen help in Parowan effective September 3, 2013.  David Miller made a

motion to approve the hiring of Ashlee Moffittt as requested.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff. 

Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

A request to hire as an independent contractor Shane Esplin, as a HVAC technician for

facilities maintenance with an effective date of September 9, 2013 was approved on a motion by

David Miller.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                            :

The Commission noted that a notice regarding a prairie dog HCP has been published in

the Federal Register and the comment period has begun.  The public comment period ends

October 4, 2013.  The proposal would allow Counties to manage the recovery efforts of prairie

dogs within their jurisdiction.

David Miller also discussed a fence around the Cedar City golf course to help in the

removal and management of prairie dogs.  Estimated costs are significantly less than what was

required at the Parowan airport.
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ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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