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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
September 23, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. September 23,

2013 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Chad Nay Zoning Administrator/Building Inspector

Steve Platt County Engineer

Neil Forsyth Road Supervisor

Bruce Anderson Landfill Supervisor

SYNOPSIS                                                                        :
ADJOURN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
APPROVAL OF MINUTES September 9, 2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
BOE MATTER GATEWAY PREPARATORY ACADEMY TAX EXEMPTION . . . . . . . . . . . 3
CML METALS OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW MILL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A HELIPORT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
DEPARTMENT SUPERVISOR ROUND TABLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
EMERGENCY OPERATING PLAN APPROVAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
EMERGENCY SERVICES REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FULL TIME PARAMEDIC . . . . 6
KANARRAVILLE TV PROJECT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PERSONNEL MATTERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
RAP TRAINING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
REPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
REQUEST FOR LEPC PLANNING COMMITTEE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
REQUEST TO AMEND COUNTY ORDINANCE 201 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
SCENIC BYWAY REPORT ON UTAH’S PATCHWORK PARKWAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of sympathy by Bruce Anderson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES September 9, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held September 9, 2013 were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Alma Adams noted the passing of Maureen Casper, an aid to Senator Orrin Hatch, that
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was the liaison in Southern Utah.  He expressed sympathy from the elected officials and

employees of Iron County.

Chad Nay reported that building permits have increased this year and construction

appears to be rebounding from the recession which is putting a strain on the Building Department

to keep up with required inspections.  Chad also discussed adding an additional staff person as

custodian at the Visitor Center to maintain the two buildings.

Chad reported that the Central Iron County Water Conservancy District is working on a

draft wellhead protection agreement near wells on 4000 North and 4500 North in Cedar valley.

Steve Platt reported that reservoirs in Iron County have been inspected by Utah Dam

Inspectors and found to be in compliance with safety standards.  Steve also reviewed items on the

Engineer’s to do list.

Neil Forsyth reported that 200 South in Parowan from 2200 West to 4800 West has been

chip sealed.  This has been an ongoing project over several years to get the road to grade and

ready to surface.  The road department is working on the Comstock road to prepare it for chip

seal during the 2014 summer season.

Bruce Anderson reported that water sampling has been completed at the landfill and

State inspectors have been at the facilities.  There were no violations cited during the inspection. 

Bruce reported that scrap metal prices have increased and the scrap metal will be sold and

recycled at the higher prices.  Budget concerns with fuel price increases are an ongoing problem

in the collection side.  This budget may need to be adjusted at the end of the year and next years

budget will show increases.

David Miller reported on a town hall meeting held to discuss the transfer of public lands

from Federal to State control.  Studies have shown that the States can manage the lands

significantly more efficiently that the Federal Government and it would add additional funds into

State funds.

Dale Brinkerhoff reported that a hot water heating line had broken at the Jail.  It is in the

process of being replaced and repairs should be completed this week.

Alma Adams reported that HR 1526 which provides for sustainable use of forests has

passed congress and is ready to be implemented upon the Presidents signature.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A HELIPORT          :

Chad Nay reported that a proposed conditional use permit for a helicopter flight

instruction school proposed to be located at 553 N Iron Springs Road in a light industrial zone is

scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission on October 3.  The school operated by Upper

Limit Aviation plan to enroll up to three hundred students per year.  Hours of operation would be

between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  The operation would have

approximately thirty full time employees.  

The Commission expressed concerns with the noise and proximity to existing home

which are located within a few hundred feet of the proposed operation.  Chad said that he would

set up a meeting prior to the Planning Commission meeting to see the impacts of the take off and

landing noise levels near the heliport.
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KANARRAVILLE TV PROJECT             :

Dennis Johnson met with the Commission to seek approval of a part time labor contract

to complete installation of the TV tower at Kanarraville.  He explained the need for a tower

technician that has experience with tower construction.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to

approve contracting at an hourly rate for a tower construction laborer to help complete the tower

project as presented.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

SCENIC BYWAY REPORT ON UTAH’S PATCHWORK PARKWAY :         

          Nancy Dalton and Dutch Deutschlander met with the Commission to report on activity on

the Scenic Byway Patchwork Parkway between Parowan, Cedar Breaks and Panguitch, State

Route 143.  Three information kiosks have been erected and three entrance signs installed this

year.  Brian Head is completing their signing project and the Paiute tribe has been contacted to

receive their input on Significant Native American historical sites.

The patchwork parkway project is requesting $4,000 in funding from Iron County for the

2014 year to help in completing interpretive signing projects.  David Miller made a motion to

refer their request to the TRT Board and the Restaurant Tax Board for funding consideration. 

Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller,

Aye.

BOE MATTER GATEWAY PREPARATORY ACADEMY TAX EXEMPTION :

Commissioner Miller stated he has a conflict of interest on this matter as he has been a

Board Member for Gateway Preparatory Academy.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to convene as a Board of Equalization to review a tax

exemption request.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Abstain.

Christene Lowder presented a request from Gateway Preparatory Academy to include the

400 square feet previously taxed space and change it to a tax exempt status effective June 1,

2013.  She explained that the space was previously rented to a for profit pre school.  The lease

was terminated as of June 1, 2013 and the facility qualifies for tax exemption.  Dale Brinkerhoff

made a motion to approve the tax exemption as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Abstained.

EMERGENCY OPERATING PLAN APPROVAL       :

Marie Brooks presented a request for approval of the basic plan portion of the emergency

operations center plan.   She explained that there were details to add in the future but the EOC

could operate with the basic plan.  After reviewing the plan, David Miller made a motion to

adopt the basic plan as presented.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REQUEST FOR LEPC PLANNING COMMITTEE        :

Marie Brooks presented a request to establish an Iron County Local Emergency Planning

Board.  She explained that she was unfamiliar with the process and the process to establish the

Board needs more work before it is finished.
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David Miller made a motion to table action on establish the requested Board to allow

time to draft guidelines, terms of office, method of appointment etc. and to establish the Board by

Ordinance.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH     :

Georgia Beth Thompson made a update and brief presentation to spread the word on the

plans for domestic violence awareness month, October 2013 with a calendar of events.  The

Commissioners were invited to attend all of their events.  Bailey Bruce, working with the mobile

crisis team reported on the number of women and children served by their group during the past

year.

The Women’s Crisis center has a capacity to shelter 28 people and is near capacity all of

the time.  It has recorded over 3,000 volunteer hours served during the past year.  Victims may

stay up to three months and the facility is available to people from Beaver and Garfield Counties

as well as Iron County.

Marilyn Sexton from the Sego Lily Foundation explained special problems experienced

by deaf or hard of hearing victims.  Some have had hearing aids broken, hands broken and TTY

devices destroyed to prevent reporting abuse.  The foundation is working with law enforcement

to make them aware of these possible problems in domestic situations.

CML METALS OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW MILL          :

David W. “Dude” Benson presented an invitation to Commissioners, Elected Officials,

and Department Heads, to attend the state of the art mill and mine West of Cedar City and see the

incredible things they are doing in Iron County.  An open house will be arranged at a time

convenient to the Commission.  Dude explained that the new mill is now in production and the

mine is processing 1.5 million tons of finished product for export annually.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                                 :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Sheriff’s office to  request approval of a full

time Bailiff position.  She explained that the pool of part time Bailiff’s has dried up and because

of restrictions on retirement benefits former category I peace officers are unavailable for the

positions.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the full time position to fulfill Bailiff

contract requirements with a note that the ability to hire part time Bailiffs is restricted because of

the Utah Retirement System and the restrictions of the affordable health care act.  Second by

David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request to approve the transfer of Doug Seirup to a full time Bailiff to

fill the new position.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the transfer of Doug Seirup to

a full time Bailiff position.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie then presented a request to approve the transfer of Kellen Hudson from full time

Corrections Deputy to full time Patrol Deputy to replace Doug Seirup.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a

motion to approve the transfer of Kellen Hudson as requested.  Second by David Miller.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.



5 September 23, 2013

Leslie also presented a request to approve the promotion of Ronald Skeem to Deputy II. 

Effective September 15, 2013.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the promotion of

Ronald Skeem to Deputy II.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request from the Corrections Department to hire Jo McNatt as a part

time medical tech in the jail.  She reported however that Ms. McNatt reported to work and stayed

one hour and then quit.  David Miller made a motion to approve the hiring of Jo McNatt of a

period of one hour as a medical technician at the jail.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request to approve the hire of Pierce Robertson and Chad Kolepfer as 

Full Time Corrections Deputies to replace Kellen Hudson that was moved to Patrol Deputy and

Hank Armbruster who has retired.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the hiring of

Pierce Robertson and Chad Kolepfer as requested.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

RAP TRAINING               :

Leslie Bishop presented training on slip trip and fall accidents both in the work place and

away from the job.  Slips, trips, and falls are among the leading causes of injuries to employees

and are the second highest workers’ compensation claim filed in the U.S.  Falls are the third

leading cause of workplace fatalities.  In 2003, work-related slips, trips, & falls accounted for:

696 fatalities and 257,100 injuries.

REQUEST TO AMEND COUNTY ORDINANCE 201             :

Michael Fletcher, a resident of Parowan valley came before the Commission to request an

amendment to Iron County Ordinance 201 which provides that no excavation can be done on a

building until a prairie dog clearance has been obtained.  He explained that in his case it could

has sped up his building of a farm shed by two to three weeks.

The Commission explained that changes to the land management code, of which this is a

portion, are required to be submitted to the Planning Commission for their consideration and

recommendation.  David Miller made a motion to refer the matter back to the Planning

Commission for their action and recommendation.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

DEPARTMENT SUPERVISOR ROUND TABLE    :

Alma Adams introduced and welcomed elected and appointed Department Supervisors to

the round table discussion.  He thanked each for the efforts they have made in controlling

budgets and for their willingness to work together.

David Miller discussed Federal issues including the transfer of Federal lands to State

ownership.  There are major concerns with forest management and fire control issues on Federal

lands.

Steve Platt stated that there is a concern that the emergency operations center (EOC) does

not have a backup power supply.  This could be a major failing in a full blown emergency.  It

should be considered in the next budget year.
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Leslie Bishop reported that health insurance costs will sustain zero increase for 2014 due

to the good history this year.  She discussed salary issues being considered as budget issues.

Neil Forsyth explained concerns with the lack of salary increases over the past several

years and the effect this is having on morale among County workers.

Jody Edwards reported that November will be one year since major changes in the

Ambulance department were made.  There is still issues with implementation of Obamacare and

the hourly restriction on part time employees.

Maria Twitchell reported that Tourism has experienced great coverage this year.  The

Tour of Utah was viewed by and estimated 183 million homes world wide and there were

approximately 15,000 spectators at the end of the stage in Cedar City. 

Bruce Anderson reported that commercial landfill volume has increased over 25% over

the previous year.  This is an indication that the economy is improving and more building is

being started.  He also expressed concerns with morale and the ability to retain quality employees

if no advancement or pay increases are available.

The group discussed holiday paid leave days during the Christmas holiday week.  The

Commission approved closing County offices at noon on Christmas eve and to approve two days

of paid leave during the holiday.  Departments can set schedules to allow employees to take the

leave time.

EMERGENCY SERVICES REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FULL TIME PARAMEDIC:

Jody Edwards submitted a request for an additional full time paramedic however he

requested that the request be tabled to allow for further options to utilize part time paramedics to

fill time requirements.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                    :

By telephone conference call, Tim Robinson with Congressman Stewart’s Washington

office discussed with the Commission progress in legislation to require counting all of a species

within their range toward recovery and de listing as endangered or threatened species.

A second option could be to designate parcels of BLM properties to develop as habitat

preserves and acquire the parcels under a RP&P process.  This could be up to 6,400 acres and

would allow the development of water sources for irrigation to produce the feed for the prairie

dogs.  He suggested that two or three parcels be located to develop as habitat.  He also suggested

that annual cost to manage the sites be developed including treatment to control insect vectors

that carry diseases to the prairie dogs i.e. dusting of holes.

The Commission will attempt to locate parcels which would be suitable to develop as

prairie dog sites.
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ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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