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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
October 14, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. October 14, 2013

in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Chad Reid USU Extension Service

Kathy Riggs USU Extension Service

Stephanie Furnival Children’s Justice Center

Joyce Evans Fair Chair

SYNOPSIS                                                                        :
ADJOURN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
APPROVAL OF MINUTES September 23 14, 2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
BLM LIVESTOCK GRAZING REDUCTION DUE TO WILD HORSES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION HEARING OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL PROPOSAL FOR THE YEAR 2014 . . . . . 2
GREATER SAGE GROUSE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
INCREASE IN ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR LATE PAYMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
PERSONNEL MATTERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
PRAIRIE DOG TAKE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
REPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
TAX ABATEMENT APPROVALS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by David Yardley.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES September 23 14, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held September 23, 2013 were

approved on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Chad Reid reported that the Extension Service budget is in line with predictions.  He

pointed out the importance of agriculture in Iron County.  The County is home to over 10,000

dairy cows and 42,000 mother pigs.  The Heritage Festival will be conducted on October 26 and

27 with a parade of over 1,000 sheep being trailed down Cedar City main street.  Last year this

event attracted over 12,500 spectators.
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Kathy Riggs reported on the 4-H mentoring program.  Iron County has been selected as

one of ten programs nation wide to work with a new mentor program.  

Stephanie Furnival reported that number of clients served at the Children’s Justice

Center is consistent with previous years however cases are more complex.  The Center serves

Iron Garfield and Beaver Counties.  The Center has been able to replace sidewalks and driveway

with donations and grants which has helped with safety issues at the Center.

Joyce Evans reported that numbers were down at the Fair this year, partly due to rain and

other weather issues.  The new building between the storage and exhibit hall was very helpful.

The Miss Iron County pageant was held last weekend.  Six girls competed and the

program was a great success.  Joyce discussed the timing of the pageant and issues of contest

winners leaving the County before their reign is completed.  The question of scholarships was

discussed and will be studied further in the context of Miss Utah pageant rules.

David Miller commented on the handling of an economic emergency declaration

regarding the closing of National Parks due to the Federal Government shutdown over budget

issues.  Utah and some other states stepped up and provided funding to re open the parks which

caused severe economic impact of businesses depending on the tourist trade.

Alma Adams requested that a letter be drafted to Governor Herbert thanking him for the 

support of the State in getting National Parks reopened as quickly as possible.  He noted the need

to have a state wide contingency plan in place to address future shutdowns of National Parks,

Monuments, and other Federal facilities.

EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL PROPOSAL FOR THE YEAR 2014:  

Doug Peterson with Gallagher Benefit Services met with the County Insurance

Committee to present a proposal for employee health insurance for 2014.  Select Health has

offered the current plan with no increase in cost.  Vision and dental coverage will increase and

life insurance will be changed and increased.

Mr. Peterson also explained the wellness program which has voluntary participation and

can help employees to adopt a healthy lifestyle.  After listening to the presentation, David Miller

made a motion to accept the proposal as presented for a total cost of $2,068,728 for calender year

2014. Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye.

PRAIRIE DOG TAKE                   :

Jessica Van Woeart presented a prairie dog take request for four lots in the Mountain

Shadows Subdivision in Cedar City requested by Jerry Ritzman, Unlimited Construction.  Jessica

noted that the total take requested was for 22 permanent take prairie dogs.  The County has

available this year 20.2 permanent take including 1.1 from the SITLA prairie dog bank.  The

following is a list of the take requested:

A)  Mountain Shadows Subdivision Lot 27 with 4 Utah Prairie Dogs and .23 Acres of Habitat.

B)  Mountain Shadows Subdivision Lot 28 with 5 Utah Prairie Dogs and .23 Acres of Habitat.

C)  Mountain Shadows Subdivision Lot 29 with 7 Utah Prairie Dogs and .23 Acres of Habitat.  
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D)  Mountain Shadows Subdivision Lot 30 with 6 Utah Prairie Dogs and .23 Acres of Habitat.

After discussing the requests David Miller made a motion to approve the requested take

to include the 1.1 SITLA dog and 1.8 which will roll over from the 2014 take allotment.  Second

by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

GREATER SAGE GROUSE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN   :

A proposal to formally adopt the greater sage grouse resource management plan into the

Iron County General Plan was tabled to allow time to publish a notice of public hearing and to

receive a formal recommendation from the Planning Commission on a motion by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye. 

BLM LIVESTOCK GRAZING REDUCTION DUE TO WILD HORSES :

Matt Wood, a rancher in western Iron County, discussed with the Commission a request

from the BLM to reduce livestock permitted by half on several allotments to compensate for the

BLM failure to reduce horse populations to sustainable levels.  Matt explained that the range was

designed to support about twenty horses and in recent counts the population was near two

hundred.  Because horses are not seasonal residents like livestock they continue to graze and can

significantly damage the area due to grazing habits.  The BLM refuses to follow their own rules

to maintain the horses at a sustainable level.

Mike Worthen pointed out that the BLM is required to coordinate with the County on

changes in management strategy through agreements and through requirements of the County

general plan.  Commissioner Miller made a motion to request Mr. Worthen to draft a letter to the

BLM pointing out that they are not following their own standards and request that they come up

with a viable solution to remove the excess horses that are located within the County.  Second by

Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS                                   :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Sheriff’s Department for approval to hire Joy

Meyer as a part time secretary effective October 14, 2013 to backfill a vacant position.  Also a

request from the Corrections Division to hire Dustin J. Benoit as a part time medical tech in the

jail effective October 14, 2013 to backfill a vacant position and to hire Teresa Capobianco as a

full time secretary in the corrections office effective October 14, 2013 to backfill a vacant

position.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the hiring as requested in the Sheriff’s

Department.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye. 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION               :

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to convene as the Iron County Board of Equalization to

hear tax issues.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye. 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION HEARING OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS :

Carrie Christiansen, Iron County Deputy Auditor, presented recommendations from
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Board of Equalization hearing officers regarding proposed value adjustments on parcels that were

appealed.   There were 870 values appealed this year.  The total recommended value adjustment

is $20,675,496.00 for a total tax adjustment of $85,279.93.  After reviewing all of the proposed

adjustments, David Miller made a motion to accept the BOE hearing officer recommendations

for property value adjustments with the resulting tax shift.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

TAX ABATEMENT APPROVALS             :

Christene Lowder presented for approval applications for low income, homeowners tax

credits, blind and veterans abatements for the 2013 tax year submitted as of October 10, 2013. 

She explained that all of the applicants meet the statutory requirements to be granted the tax

abatements. The total number of applicants is 1,029 for total tax relief of $497,482.13 on a

taxable value of $34,264,643.00.    Christene noted that the State will reimburse the County

$137,825.33 for qualifying circuit breaker tax relief.  After reviewing the classes of tax relief,

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the tax abatements as presented.  Second by David

Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye. 

INCREASE IN ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR LATE PAYMENTS:

David Yardley reported that after attaching delinquent solid waste bills to the tax

accounts for 2013 it became apparent that there is a need to increase late fees on accounts to

encourage people to pay on a timely manner.  A notice was included in the last billing that

explained late fees will be increased to $5.00 per billing cycle and $25.00 for accounts that

require being attached to taxes.  The increase will cover costs for personnel to attach accounts

and for internal costs.  Cindy Bulloch also noted that personal property delinquent accounts are

charged the higher fees for attaching to tax notices when possible.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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