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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
November 12, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. November 12,

2013 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Margaret Miller Justice Court Judge
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by David Yardley.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES October 28, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held October 28, 2013 were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

David Miller reported that he has been contacted by Southern Utah University personnel

regarding the funding of the Shakespeare theater and art museum projects.  A further report will

be provided after meeting with SUU officials.

Commissioner Miller also reported that he would like to request a more definitive

breakdown of funding allocation from the Municipal Service Fund to verify that the funding

stream is appropriate under Utah Code and can be verified by County Departments utilizing the

funds.

Alma Adams reported that the Special Service District in charge of solid waste collection
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is in need of a fee increase of $0.50 per month per household to cover the increase in fuel and

maintenance costs.  He noted that the fee has remained at $7.50 since 1977 while fuel and other

supplies have increased in price significantly.  A public hearing will be scheduled to allow

approval of the fee increase to be included as of January 1, 2014.

Margaret Miller presented case load statistics for the Justice Court.  She explained

concerns with the e-file system that is managed by the State that requires cases to be dismissed if

they are not submitted within five days of the incident.  Brian Head and the UHP are having

difficulty in submitting their files in a timely manner.

PRAIRIE DOG TAKE REQUESTS            :

David Miller reported that the low impact prairie dog HCP has been approved and is now

in effect which should allow for a more orderly development procedure for private property.

Jessica Van Woeart presented take requests from two individuals.  Mike Nelson

requested take of  2.7 Utah Prairie Dogs and 0.43 acres of habitat on property located at 1918 E

Katie Court, Lot 55 Saddleback Subdivision, Enoch and Joseph Atkin requested take of 1 Utah

Prairie Dog and 0.5 acres of habitat on property located at 850 N 2350 W, Lot 7, Phase IV of

Coal Creek Industrial Subdivision.

David Miller made a motion to approve the take for Mike Nelson of 2.7 dogs on 0.43

acres of habitat and to tentatively approve the take of Joseph Atkin for 1 prairie dog on 0.50 acres

of habitat.  Mr. Atkin is to contact Connell Gower to determine if this take can be charged to the

HCP that covers development of the Coal Creek Industrial Subdivision.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE 2013-6                                :

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to open a public hearing to receive comments regarding

a proposed Ordinance Number 2013-6 amending the Iron County General Plan by adopting and

modifying the Greater Sage-grouse Resource Management Plan.  Second by David Miller. 

Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Michael Worthen explained the purpose of adding the proposed ordinance amendment to

the General Plan to take into consideration any future development within the County in areas

where the Greater Sage Grouse nests and reproduces.  The plan is to help keep the grouse from

being listed as an endangered species by the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Similar plans are

being considered by other Counties within Utah and surrounding states.

No additional public comments were received whereupon David Miller made a motion to

close the public hearing on Ordinance Number 2013-6.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ORDINANCE 2013-6 GREATER SAGE GROUSE RESOURCE MGT. PLAN:

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-6 as presented and explained. 

Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2013 -6

AN ORDINANCE OF IRON COUNTY, UTAH, AMENDING THE IRON

COUNTY GENERAL PLAN, ADOPTING AND MODIFYING THE COUNTY

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN; SETTING POLICY FOR GREATER

SAGE-GROUSE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN IRON COUNTY; AND,

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2013 the Iron County Legislative Body adopted a Resolution

to initiate the statutory county general plan amendment process to consider amending the general

plan to include the Interim Iron County Greater Sage-Grouse Resource Management Plan into the

Iron County General Plan through the prescribed planning process; and

 

WHEREAS, Iron County has the desire to adopt a plan to help eliminate threats to the

Greater Sage-grouse and negate the need for the listing of the species under the provisions of the

federal Endangered Species Act (ESA); and 

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that the adoption of the Greater Sage-grouse

Resource Management Plan serves and advances the following public purposes:

(1) Preserve and enhance the existing natural resources of Iron County that attract

people to this community without adversely affecting the surrounding area.

(2) Establish consistency with the goals and policies of the Resource Management

Plan and the General Plan.

(3) Define reasonable incentive-based programs for private, county, and SITLA lands.

(4) Encourage reasonable and cooperative regulatory programs on other State and

Federally managed lands. 

(5) Balance the economic and social needs of the residents of Iron County through

coordinated programs with the State and Federal officials; and 

WHEREAS, the Iron County Board of Commissioners approved the Iron County

Resource Management Plan (ICRMP) in 2009, and amended it into the Iron County General Plan

in 2010. The ICRMP provides a basis for county cooperation, coordination, and communication

with state and federal land management agencies when developing natural resource plans that

impact the county; and

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that it is in the best interest of the County after

taking into consideration the citizen’s health, safety and welfare, to adopt the Greater Sage-grouse

Resource Management Plan; and

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2013 the Planning Commission of Iron County held a duly

advertised and noticed public hearing on the proposed plan and has carefully and thoroughly

reviewed and considered the comments received, and on September 5, 2013 voted to forward the

proposed plan to the Iron County Commission with a recommendation for approval; and,

WHEREAS, the Iron County Commission has held a duly advertised and noticed public

hearing on the proposed ordinance and after considering the public comments and the language of

the proposed ordinance, the County Commission concludes that the proposed ordinance
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appropriately considers and balances all interests in accordance with the purposes and goals of the

County Land Use, Development, and Management Act; the County Resource management Plan; and

the Iron County General Plan. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE

BODY OF IRON COUNTY, UTAH AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. 

The Greater Sage-Grouse Resource Management Plan of the Iron County Code is hereby

adopted as Exhibit “A" to this ordinance.

SECTION 2. Severability.

Should any portion of this Resource Management Plan be found for any reason to be

unconstitutional, unlawful, or otherwise void or unenforceable, the balance of the plan shall be severable

therefrom, and shall survive such declaration, remaining in full force and effect.

SECTION 3. Effective Date.  

This ordinance and adoption of the Greater Sage-Grouse Resource Management Plan shall become

effective immediately after the required publication thereof, as set forth in Utah Code §17-53-208. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF IRON COUNTY,

UTAH this 12  day of November, 2013.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

IRON COUNTY, UTAH

By:                                                                               

Alma L. Adams, Chair            

ATTEST:

_________________________________

David I. Yardley,

County Clerk

VOTING:

Alma L. Adams  Aye     

Dale M. Brinkerhoff  Aye                 

David J. Miller  Aye        

  

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE 2013-5              :

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion open a public hearing on proposed Ordinance Number

2013-5 adopting and Modifying Section 17.16.040 of Title 17, Zoning; modifying minimum lot

size requirements in the A-20 zone to include rights-of-way; modifying accessory building

setbacks; and, providing an effective date.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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Reed Erickson explained that this ordinance is to correct an error in an ordinance adopted

in 2008 that left out language and tables of uses specifying lots sizes, rights of way, accessory

building setbacks and other minor amendments.

Courtney Brinkerhoff commented that as an intern and attending the Planning meetings

where this was discussed, she felt that it was in the best interest of the County to adopt the

Ordinance as presented.

After all public comments were received, Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to close the

public hearing.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye.

ORDINANCE 2013-5 AMENDING ZONING CODE SECTION 17.16.040 :

IRON COUNTY

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2013 -5

AN ORDINANCE OF IRON COUNTY, UTAH, ADOPTING AND MODIFYING

SECTION 17.16.040 OF TITLE 17, ZONING; MODIFYING MINIMUM LOT

SIZE REQUIREMENTS IN THE A-20 ZONES TO INCLUDE RIGHTS-OF-WAY;

MODIFYING ACCESSORY BUILDING SETBACKS; AND, PROVIDING AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Iron County has the desire to adopt an ordinance to allow real property

located in an A-20 zone to include a portion of rights-of-way  where the otherwise legal lot of

record lacks the minimum size requirement; and 

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that the modification to the following

Ordinances serves and advances the following public purposes:

(1) Preserve and enhance the existing natural features of Iron County that attract

people to this community without adversely affecting the surrounding area.

(2) Establish consistency with the goals and policies of the general plan.

(3) Define reasonable measures for use of real property in a rural setting. 

(4) Increase property values and encourage and promote commercial growth by

improving the aesthetic qualities of the local environment by providing for more

uses of real property in Iron County; and 

WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that accessory buildings can be placed closer

to property lines than principle buildings in the side and rear yards without compromising the

intent of the setbacks for property protection and fire safety; and
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WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that it is in the best interest of the County

after taking into consideration the citizen’s health, safety and welfare, to amend the following

ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Iron County has held a duly advertised and

noticed public hearing on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance of Iron County,

Utah and has carefully and thoroughly reviewed and considered the comments received, and has

voted to forward the proposed ordinance to the Iron County Commission with a recommendation

for approval; and,

WHEREAS, the Iron County Commission has held a duly advertised and noticed public

hearing on the proposed ordinance and after considering the public comments and the language

of the proposed ordinance, the County Commission concludes that the proposed ordinance

appropriately considers and balances all interests in accordance with the purposes and goals of

the County Land Use, Development, and Management Act; the Iron County General Plan; and,

the Iron County Zoning Ordinance. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY OF IRON COUNTY,

UTAH ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS;  

SECTION 1. Section 17.16.040 (Table of Site Development Standards) of the Iron

County Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

§17-16-040 The table of site development standards accompanies the table of uses set

forth in §17-16-030.  With the exception of the minimum lot size in an A-20 zone and in

accordance with the conditions §17-16-040(3), this table identifies the lot requirements, required

setback and yard standards, building height standards, site coverage standards and other

requirements for the uses allowed within each zoning district.  The values identified in the

following table are the minimum standards that apply in the zones indicated.  However, more

restrictive or additional development standards may also apply, as set forth in other applicable

sections of the Iron County Code.  A thorough review of the Iron County zoning ordinance is

required to ensure that all applicable development standards are identified.

TABLE OF SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

ZONING DISTRICTS

A-20 R-5 R-2 R-1 R-1/2 C LI I I-A(2)

Minimum lot width 300 ft. 300 ft. 165 ft. 165 ft. 120 ft. 90 ft. 100 ft. 150 ft. 1,320

ft.

Minimum front yard

setback

60 ft. 60 ft. 60 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. 25 ft. 25 ft. 25 ft. 200

ft.(1)

Minimum rear yard 60 ft. 60 ft. 60 ft. 40 ft. 30 ft. 25 ft. 30 ft. 50 ft. 200
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setback ft.(1)

Minimum side yard

setback

30 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 25 ft. 40 ft. 200

ft.(1)

Minimum side yard

setback (corner lot)

30 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. 30 ft. NR NR NR 200

ft.(1)

Minimum distance

between buildings

15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. NR NR NR 15 ft.

Maximum/minimum

building height

NR 30 ft. or two (2)

stories/ one (1)

story

30 ft. or

two (2)

stories/

one (1)

story

30 ft. or

two (2)

stories/

one (1)

story

30 ft. or

two (2)

stories/

one (1)

story

Three

(3)

stories/

one (1)

story

Three

(3)

stories /

one (1)

story

Three

(3)

stories/

one (1)

story

NR

Minimum lot size

(acres)

20 *

(See

notes 3

& 5

below)

5 2 1 ½ NR NR NR 80

Maximum total lot

coverage (all

buildings)

NR 5% (max. site

coverage may

be >5% for

green-houses)

10% 15% 30% 50% 50% 50% NR

Accessory outside

storage areas

When located adjacent to

any agricultural or

residential district must be

screened by a solid, non-

landscape, fence or wall at

least six (6) feet in height.

Outside and security

lighting

Must reflect away from adjacent

agricultural and residential district.

(1)  All uses and buildings located within the I-A zoning district, except for dwellings and

accessory uses for dwellings, shall meet the minimum setbacks required for the I-A zoning

district. Accessory uses and buildings in the I-A zoning district shall meet the minimum setbacks

of the A-20 zoning district.

(2) The R-1/2 zone, where a "Performance Subdivision Option" is approved, shall incorporate

minimum and/or maximum values for setbacks, lot sizes and widths, building separation and

heights, and maximum building coverage as prescribed in Section 16.23.040 (Development

standards).

(3)  If a lot or parcel of property is located within an A-20 zone and is less than 20 acres but at least

ten (10) or more acres, and provided that the lot was legally created or existed prior to August 14,

2000, the lot or parcel shall be considered suitable for uses identified as permitted or conditional as

set forth in the A-20 zone, except for kennels; provided that all listed uses (permitted and/or

conditional) in the A-20 zone shall be considered conditional uses for lots or parcels in the A-20

http://library.municode.com/HTML/16163/level2/TIT16SU_CH16.23PESUOP.html
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zone and smaller than twenty (20) acres, but at least ten (10) or more acres, subject to the following

provisions:

a.  The requested use is allowed in the A-20 zone as a permitted or conditional use;

b.  The requested use complies with the requirements for the A-20 Zone with respect to  yard

requirements, setback requirements, height, buffer and landscape standards, and all other

requirements applicable to the district are sufficient to permit the requested use, other than

the minimum area requirement; and

c.  The requested use will not substantially impair or adversely impact the neighboring

property owners, but if so asserted, or the planning commission believes that the requested

use will negatively impact or impair a neighboring property owner, then the planning

commission may impose such requirements and conditions with respect to location,

construction, maintenance, operation, site planning, traffic control and time limits, and other

items for the conditional use permit as deemed necessary for the protection of adjacent

properties and the public interest.

d. Conditional use permit applications for a kennel in the A-20 zone shall only be considered

eligible for lots with twenty (20) or more acres.

If the proposed use requested does not comply with the requirements of this title, or cannot

be reasonably mitigated by the property owner, the planning commission shall deny the

application.

Upon finding that the proposed use, building or structure complies with the standards and

requirements of this title, the requirements of the land management code, can be adequately

serviced by the existing or proposed infrastructure, and the negative impacts can be

reasonably mitigated, the planning commission shall authorize the conditional use permit.

(4) Accessory Building Setbacks.  Unless determined otherwise by the county commission, accessory

building setbacks shall be five feet minimum for rear and side year setbacks.  Front yard setbacks

are the same as for the principle building and accessory buildings may not be set closer to the front

property line than the principle building. Accessory buildings may not be located in utility

easements.

(5)  For the purpose of calculating minimum lot size, one-half the width of public streets or rights-of-

way along not more than two sides of the lot may be included if that public street or right-of-way is

established in conformance with the Iron County transportation plan or the Iron County addressing

coordinate grid system (i.e., along section lines, quarter section lines, etc. as commonly done with

aliquot parts divisions).  Such area of public streets and rights-of-way shall not exceed two (2) acres

of the minimum twenty (20) acres required.

SECTION 2. Severability.

Should any portion of this ordinance be found for any reason to be unconstitutional, unlawful,

or otherwise void or unenforceable, the balance of the ordinance shall be severable therefrom, and

shall survive such declaration, remaining in full force and effect.
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SECTION 3. Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances. 

To the extent that any ordinances, resolutions or policies of Iron County conflict with the

provisions of this ordinance, they are hereby amended to comply with the provisions hereof.

SECTION 4. Effective Date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication in the manner provided by §17-53-208,

Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF IRON

COUNTY, UTAH this 12  day of November, 2013.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
IRON COUNTY, UTAH

     By:                                                                                 
Alma L. Adams, Chair

ATTEST:

                                                          
David I. Yardley,
County Clerk

VOTING:

Alma L. Adams  Aye     

Dale M. Brinkerhoff  Aye                 

David J. Miller  Aye          

RESOLUTION 2013-12 COORDINATION POLICY FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES: 

A proposal to amend Iron County Resolution 2011-5 adopted February 28, 2011 by

specifying specific US Code references which require Federal and State Agencies to coordinate with

the County in land use issues was presented for approval.  David Miller made a motion to adopt

Resolution 2013-12.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  

IRON COUNTY UTAH

RESOLUTION 2013-12

November 12, 2013

A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A COORDINATION POLICY WITH

RESPECT TO FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES.

WHEREAS, Iron County is a unit of local government in the State of Utah; and

WHEREAS, Iron County is therefore entitled to engage in the coordination process with

all federal agencies as mandated by Congress; and

WHEREAS, Iron County exercises  the local police powers to protect public health,
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safety and welfare reserved to the States and to the people under the Tenth Amendment to the

United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the proper exercise of those reserved powers requires that all federal

agencies engage in the coordination process with this County; and

WHEREAS, the statutes of Utah State require that state agencies engage in coordination

with Iron County, and the protection of the public health, safety and welfare of the people of Iron

County requires engagement in such coordination; 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress defined the coordination process in the Federal Land

Policy Management Act, 43 U.S.C. 1712, and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C.

Section 4331 et seq., and the United States Supreme Court has ruled that when Congress defines

a term, the term means the same in any statute that is in pari materia;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Iron County establishes the policy that it

will engage in the coordination process with all federal agencies and with all state agencies; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that since Congress defined the coordination process in

the Federal Land Policy Management Act, and other pertinent enabling legislation, it is the policy

of this County that it will engage in the coordination process as defined by Congress in FLPMA.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Iron County,

Utah this  12  day of November, 2013.th

IRON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

                                                                                                    

Alma L. Adams, Chairman                         

ATTEST:

_________________________________

David I. Yardley, Iron County Clerk

VOTING:

Alma L. Adams  Aye       

Dale M. Brinkerhoff  Aye       

David J. Miller  Aye       

RESOLUTION 2013-13 UCIP VOTING REPRESENTATIVE 2013 :

David Yardley presented Resolution Number 2013-13 appointment of voting

representative to the UCIP annual meeting.  The bylaws of UCIP require the County Commission

to designate a voting representative by resolution annually.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to

adopt Resolution 2013-13 as follows.  Second by David Miller.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2013-13

    

RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT OF A IRON COUNTY

REPRESENTATIVE AND AN ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE FOR

THE UTAH COUNTIES INDEMNITY POOL ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

MEETING.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Iron County, Utah, is the proper

authority to appoint a qualified person to act as the official representative for Iron County at the

Utah Counties Indemnity Pool Membership Meeting to be held on December 5, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Iron County, Utah, has been informed that the By-

laws of the Utah Counties Indemnity Pool require that the official representative and an alternate

representative for Iron County must be an elected or appointed officer or employee of a Member

and must be appointed by majority vote of the Governing Body of the Member to be the

Member’s official representative for the purposes of the Pool

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Iron

County, Utah, hereby appoints David Yardley as the official Iron County representative for the

Utah Counties Indemnity Pool Membership Meeting to be held on, December 5, 2013 with Alma

L. Adams as an alternate representative.

RESOLVED ADOPTED AND ORDERED this 12  day of November, 2013.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

IRON COUNTY, UTAH

_____________________________________

Alma L. Adams, Chair

______________________________________

Dale M. Brinkerhoff, Commissioner

______________________________________

David J. Miller, Commissioner

ATTEST:

David I. Yardley, Iron County Clerk

By:                                                    

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Michael G. Edwards, Deputy Iron County Attorney

By:                                                     
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PERSONNEL MATTERS                 :

Leslie Bishop presented requests from the Sheriff’s Office, Corrections Division to hire

Brenda Pires as a Corrections Deputy to replace Dwayne Heirtzler and to approve the hire of

Orlas DeMaster as the inmate work crew Deputy to backfill a vacant position previously held by

Ron Decker.

Leslie also presented a request from the Council on Aging to Hire Devon Orton as janitor

in Parowan Senior Center replacing James Rasmussen.

Leslie also presented a request from the Sheriff’s Office, Emergency Services Division

for the approval of a promotion for Michael Ross from part-time Paramedic to a full-time

Paramedic. 

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the personnel items as requested and

presented.  Second by David Miller.   Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye.

COURTHOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS     :

Cindy Bulloch came before the Commission to request funding for Christmas Tree

decorations for the Courthouse.  She explained that Parowan school children will be making the

decorations and the teachers have asked for funds to cover the cost of materials the students use. 

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the funding up to $200.00 which will come from

personal funds donated by each Commissioner.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 a.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        

Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk  
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