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IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
November 25, 2013

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. November 25,

2013 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Alma L. Adams Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

David J. Miller Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Leslie Bishop Human Resource Director

Dr. David Blodgett Southwest Utah Public Health
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Dale Brinkerhoff.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES November 12, 2013       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held November 12, 2013 were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

David Yardley reported that the municipal election went smoothly.  There were

questions about write in candidates in Enoch and Paragonah which did not qualify and therefore

the write in votes were not counted in compliance with Utah Code.  Mail in precincts did very

well with voter turnout.  The Clerk’s office is beginning the election process for 2014 with

candidate filing scheduled for March 14 through 21.
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Leslie Bishop reviewed activity within the Human Resource Department during the past

quarter.  She explained the need for each County Department to have a certified GRAMA records

officer to respond to GRAMA requests.  There also needs to be a County GRAMA officer,

typically a member of the governing board.  Another issue is the call by the Governor to employ

veterans.  In order to qualify for additional consideration, a job applicant must supply a copy of

his DD 214 form with the application.

Dr. David Blodgett, Director of Southwest Utah Public Health, reported to the

Commission on public health issues.  He reported an increase in MERSA infections and other

drug resistant infections.  There are cases of resistant TB and STD’s that do not respond to any of

the current treatments.  He reported on the spread of whooping cough in the state.  Our area is the

highest in the State not receiving vaccinations for this disease.

Dr. Blodgett also reported that SWUPHD is working on an emergency response plan with

alternate service sites in case of a disaster.

BOARD APPOINTMENT                              :

Dr. Blodgett discussed the resignation of Gene Roundy as a member of the governing

board of Southwest Utah Public Health.  He thanked Mr. Roundy for his service.  The

Commission recommended and approved Clayton Petty to an appointment on the board on a

motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PUBLIC HEARING CDBG FIRST PUBLIC HEARING :

David Miller made a motion to open a public hearing to explain the CDBG program and

to receive public comments about proposed projects.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Commissioner Alma Adams, opened the public hearing for the CDBG program and

stated that this hearing is being called to consider potential projects for which funding may be

applied under the 2014 Community Development Block Grant Program.  It was explained that

the grant money must be spent on projects benefitting primarily low and moderate-income

persons.  The Five County Association of Governments in which Iron County is a member, is

expecting to receive approximately $800,000  in this new program year. Approximately $300,000

will be available for regional allocation after pre-approved (Five County AOG, program

administration and program delivery) and multi-year projects (3 housing projects) are funded. 

All eligible activities that can be accomplished under this program are identified in the

CDBG Application Guide and interested persons can review it at any time.  Commissioner

Adams read several of the eligible activities listed including, (Examples such as: Construction of

public works and facilities, ie: water and sewer lines, fire stations, acquisition of real property,

provision of public services such as food banks or homeless shelters.)  

Also eligible are loan programs for private businesses which would then hire low income

persons and the program can also pay for housing rehabilitation for low income homeowners or

for persons owning rental housing for lower income persons).  Commissioner Adams indicated
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that in the past Iron County has received 16 grants for the following projects:  

1. Iron Co./Beryl area ($20,000) 1982 fire project 

2. Iron Co./Senior Center ($100,000) 1985 Cedar Senior Citizens Center 

3. Iron Co./Summit SSD ($20,300) 1986 water project

4. Iron Co./Senior Center ($30,000) 1986 Cedar Senior Citizens Center 

5. Iron Co./Iron Parke, Inc. ($34,650) 1994 ADA modifications

6. Iron Co./County Council on Aging ($27,661) 1995 Cedar Senior Citizens Center ADA

modifications

7. Iron Co./Beryl-New Castle ($23,332) 1995 Community Center ADA modifications 

8. Iron County ($150,000) 1995 Ambulance Garage - Cedar 

9. Iron Co./New Castle ($71,000) 1998 Fire Station

10. Iron County ($150,000) 2002 Ambulance Garage – Parowan

11. Iron County ($240,000) 2004-05 Cedar Senior Citizens Center Expansion

12. Iron County ($76,441) 2004 Meals on Wheels Delivery Trucks

13. Iron County ($300,000) 2007-08 Parowan Senior Citizens Center

14. Iron County/County Council on Aging Public Service  ($ 62,560)  2009 (Two meals-on-

wheels trucks)

15. Iron County ($300,000) 2012 Fire Station Upgrade and Expansion - Beryl.

The County has handed out its capital investment plan as part of the regional

“Consolidated Plan”.  This list shows which projects the county has identified as being needed in

the community.  

It was asked that anyone with questions, comments or suggestions during the hearing

please identify themselves by name, before they speak.  The clerk will include your names in the

minutes and we would like to specifically respond to your questions and suggestions during the

hearing.  Mr. Paul Monroe, Central Iron County Water Conservancy District Manager, asked if

upgrade of the water distribution system in Old Meadow Ranches, an unplatted subdivision

consisting of twenty lots, could qualify for a grant to install new water distribution lines and fire

protection.  The project is anticipated to cost approximately $217,000.00  Commissioner Adams

responded to the suggestion by stating that the County would support efforts to upgrade the

system and the County would be willing to sponsor the CICWCD application.

Commissioner Adams then opened the meeting up to further suggestions from the

audience.  No additional comments were offered whereupon the hearing was adjourned at 10:20

a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                           :

A public comment period was opened and Commissioner Adams explained the rules for

offering public comments as follows:  Three (3) minute time limitation per speaker & for Public

Comment participants.  Should not repeat others comments.  Only for items not on the agenda. 
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No items related to Commission's role as an appeal board.  Comments should be directed to the

Commission and no attacks on other peoples character.

No one present offered a public comment.

IRON COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND RENEWAL AGENCY:

David Miller made a motion to convene as the governing board of the Iron County

Community Development and Renewal Agency to consider a request to designate proposed solar

community development project areas.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Brennan Wood, Iron County/Cedar City Economic Development Director, presented the

Commission with a proposed resolution designating three project areas within Iron County. 

These were identified as the Beryl Solar Community Development Project Area, the Cedar

Valley Community Development Project Area, and the Buckhorn Community Development

Project Area.  Each project area covers approximately thirty acres and are projected to produce

three megawatts of electricity each.  A copy of the proposed resolution was distributed to the

Board. 

RESOLUTION NO. ICCD&RA 2013-1          :  

David Miller made a motion to adopt Resolution Number ICCD&RA 2013-1 designating

the proposed Beryl Solar Community Development Project Area, the Cedar Valley Community

Development Project Area, and the Buckhorn Community Development Project Area,

Authorizing the Preparation of Draft Community Development Project Area Plans and Budgets,

and Authorizing and Directing All Necessary Action by the Agency, Staff, and Counsel.  Second

by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

IRON COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND RENEWAL AGENCY

Resolution No. ICCD&RA 2013-1

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE PROPOSED BERYL SOLAR

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA, THE CEDAR VALLEY

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA, AND THE BUCKHORN

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA, AUTHORIZING THE

PREPARATION OF DRAFT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA

PLANS AND BUDGETS, AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING ALL

NECESSARY ACTION BY THE AGENCY, STAFF, AND COUNSEL.

Whereas Iron County, Utah (the “County”), created the Iron County Community

Development and Renewal Agency (the “Agency”) pursuant to the provisions of, and the

Agency continues to operate under, what is now Title 17C of the Utah Code, the Limited Purpose

Local Government Entities-Community Development and Renewal Agencies Act (the “Act”) for

the purposes of conducting urban renewal, economic development, and community development

activities within the County, as contemplated by the Act; and

Whereas the Agency, having made a preliminary investigation and conducted initial
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studies and inquiries, desires now to conduct community development activities in the areas

depicted on the maps attached hereto as Exhibits A, B, and C and incorporated herein by this

reference (the “Proposed Project Areas”), pursuant to UCA § 17C-4-102(1)(a); and

Whereas the Agency desires to begin the process of adopting project area plans for the

Proposed Project Areas by adopting this Resolution authorizing the preparation of a Draft Project

Area Plans, pursuant to UCA § 17C-4-101(1).

Therefore, Be it Resolved by the Governing Board of the Iron County Community

Development and Renewal Agency as follows:

1. That the Agency hereby designates the Proposed Project Areas as the proposed Beryl

Solar Community Development Project Area, the Cedar Valley Community Development Project

Area, and the Buckhorn Community Development Project Area, the proposed boundaries of

which are depicted on the maps attached hereto as Exhibits A, B, and C;

2. That the Agency counsel, Smith Hartvigsen, PLLC, and staff, be and are hereby

authorized and directed:

a. to prepare Draft Community Development Project Area Plans as required by UCA

§ 17C-4-102(1)(a);

b. to prepare, if necessary, Draft Community Development Project Area Budgets as

provided in UCA § 17C-4-204(1);

c. to undertake all such actions as may be required by the Act, or which may

otherwise be necessary or desirable to the successful establishment of the

proposed community development project areas, including, without limitation, the

negotiation of agreements with taxing entities and participants, the preparation for

all necessary hearings and the preparation, publication, and/or mailing of

statutorily required notices; and

3. This Resolution shall take effect upon adoption by the governing board of the Iron

County Community Development and Renewal Agency.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 25  day of November, 2013.th

_________________________________________

Chair, Iron County                                              

Community Development and Renewal Agency

Attest:

________________________________

Secretary
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RECONVENE AS COUNTY COMMISSION          :

David Miller then made a motion to adjourn as the Iron County Community Development

and Renewal Agency and reconvene as the Iron County Commission.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

IRON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER RECOGNITION        :

Barbara Williamson, representing Best Friends Animal Sanctuary presented the Iron

County Animal Shelter a plaque recognizing the animal shelter as a “no kill” facility.  In order to

achieve this designation at least 94% of animal must be adopted out.  The award was presented to

Tom Byrd, Shelter Manager.

Awards were also presented to several groups that are involved in animal welfare and

rescue operations within Iron County.     

TAX MATTER - KANARRAVILLE TOWN PROPERTY PURCHASE :

Geri Norwood presented a request from Kanarraville Town for tax exemption status for

tax account number 18074 parcel number A-0714-0000-0000.  Kanarraville purchased the

property in September 2013 and the apportioned taxes were paid.  The balance assessed to

Kanarraville is $560.78.  The parcel will automatically become tax exempt for the 2014 year.

David Miller made a motion to approve the exemption effective the date the deed was

recorded for a total exemption of $560.78.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS            :

Brian Peterson, Son Builders, came before the Commission to request an extension of

time to start construction on Lot 21 and Lot 22, Mountain Shadows Subdivision Phase III due to

unexpected delays in getting financing to complete the homes.  David Miller made a motion to

authorize a one time extension of sixty days as allowed in the HCP.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff. 

Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

RAP TRAINING                      :

Leslie Bishop presented information on the Health Fair as RAP training.  The Health Fair

is scheduled for December 4 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Festival Hall in Cedar City.  All

County employees and families are invited and encouraged to attend.

PERSONNEL                           :

Leslie Bishop presented a proposed amendment to Section 2 of the Iron County Personnel

Policy titled Compensation and Overtime.  The proposed policy would require Department

Supervisors and Department Heads to each sign overtime approval and would require written

notification by the Department Head to the County Commissioners of any overtime over five

hours per pay period per individual.  Leslie was asked to prepare a final draft for approval after

receiving Commission approval of the concept.

Leslie also presented a proposed amendment to employee performance review process to

eliminate the current double entry system.  There is a module available in the Incode software

package the County uses that would allow for employee evaluations.  The current system does
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not work well and requires information in two different data bases that do not interact.  Leslie

discussed the differences between a performance based review and a merit based review.  She

will continue to work on a proposal but she suggested that evaluations not be required until a

new programs has been approved.  Probationary employees however will need an evaluation at

the end of their probationary period.

ENOCH CITY PETITION FOR ANNEXATION      :

A notice of proposed annexation by Enoch City for property located within the Village

Green subdivision and adjacent to Old Highway 91 was reviewed by the Commission.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion not to oppose the annexation.  Second by David Miller.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. on a motion by David Miller.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: Alma L. Adams, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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