
IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
November 10, 2014

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. November 10,

2014 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

David J. Miller Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

Alma L. Adams Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Bret Allred Corrections Supervisor
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Bret Allred.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES October 27, 2014       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held October 27, 2014were approved on

a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

G. Michael Edwards, Deputy Attorney, reported that the Attorney’s office is within

budget projections through the end of September, the last available report.  He also reported that

the case load is steady to higher with ten murder or attempted murder cases pending.  The

Commission asked about violent crimes.  Mike responded that the majority of violent crimes

have ties to substance abuse problems.

Bret Allred, Corrections Supervisor, reported that upgrades on doors within the facility

are being upgraded to provide additional safety for staff.  He reported that the facility oven needs
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repair and parts have been ordered.  A new oven was tried but would not fit in the available

space.  Bret also reported that the facility has thirty five allotted beds for state prisoners with

twelve currently filled. 

Alma Adams reported that he and Commissioner Brinkerhoff attended the dedication of

a veterans memorial at the Paragonah cemetery.  He also reported that residents in the Beryl area

are requesting a resident Deputy Sheriff be located in that area for quicker response to

emergencies.

Dale Brinkerhoff reported that he would be attending meetings in Boise Idaho regarding

a push by environmental groups to list the sage grouse as an endangered species and to request a

large part of several states as critical habitat which would limit multiple use of millions of acres.

David Miller reported that the US District Court for Utah heard the case against US Fish

and Wildlife Service regarding the use and control of private land for prairie dogs.  The ruling

removes federal jurisdiction over use of private property infested with prairie dogs.  Jurisdiction

for private land now falls to the State.  Groups opposed to the ruling have until January 16, 2015

to file a notice of appeal with the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Commissioner Miller also reported that the company contracted to write a new HCP has

informed the Commission that they are no longer interested in completing work on the HCP. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS                :

Public comments were asked for with toe following presenting comments:

Don Young, past president of Cedar Ridge Golf Course Men’s Association, thanked the

Commission for the County stepping up and fencing the golf course with prairie dog proof

fencing.  Since the completion of the fence and the trapping and relocating remaining prairie

dogs it appears there are no longer any prairie dogs left on the course.

Destry Batt commented on a plan by the State Division of Wildlife Resources to relocate

one hundred deer from the Parowan front area to Millard county.  He suggested that funds

targeted for this project should be used in constructing deer crossing access across I-15 to allow

deer to access their historic winter ranges west and north of the freeway which would be a better

long term solution.  He requested the Commission to support such deer crossing projects.

Heather Abbott requested information about when information on proposals to purchase

the ambulance service would be made public.  The Commission responded that the proposals are

still being evaluated and a review of the proposals will be presented on November 17 during a

special meeting to canvass election results. 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT         :

Danny Stewart, Iron County Economic Development Director, presented for

consideration and approval an amendment to the June 7, 2013 interlocal agreement by and

among Iron County, Cedar City Corporation, the Iron County School District, the Central Iron

County Water Conservancy District, and the Cedar City Redevelopment Agency to increase the

size of the redevelopment area for the Syberjet facility to be constructed adjacent the airport in

Cedar City.  In designing the building it became expedient to add one additional parcel to the

development area.
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Alma Adams made a motion to approve the amendment to the interlocal agreement dated

June 7, 2013 for the Syberjet project.  Second by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

TAX MATTER                        :

Geri Norwood presented a request from Parowan City to remove the balance of the taxes

due on tax account number 9396, tax serial number A-0398-0001-0000.  Parowan City purchased

the parcel and recorded the deed on June 10, 2014.  The tax due from the recording date

requested to be waived totals $367.21.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to waive taxes on

property acquired by Parowan City effective June 10, 2014 for a total of $367.21.  Second by

Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

WESTERN STATES ALLIANCE REPORT        :

Ken Brown, representing the Western States Alliance, presented an update on lobbying

activities of the Western States Alliance.  He reported that $437.43 million was appropriated in

2014 for PILT payments of which Iron County received about $3 million.  Areas being looked at

to fund PILT for 2015 include the Land / Water Conservation Fund, Mineral Royalty Fund, and

Foreign Aid.  They are pushing for a permanent funding source.

Western States Alliance supports the transfer of Federal lands to the States.  Currently

there are fourteen states involved with the Federal land transfer push.  They are also concerned

with ongoing efforts to list the sage grouse as an endangered species.  States are also supporting

efforts to keep the sage grouse off from the endangered list.

Wild horses continue to be a problem on western ranges by far exceeding their allowed

AUM’s.  The blame appears to be with congress and with the courts.

Mr.  Brown invited Iron County to become a member of the Alliance and he noted growth

of the group by the addition of five counties from Arizona joining this year.

OLD SPANISH TRAIL MARKING AND DEVELOPMENT          :

Rob Sweeten, Bureau of Land Management State Office, met with the Commission to

present a proposal to mark the Old Spanish Trail with signs and interpretive information.  The

marked trail will extend from SR 20 near the County line to Enterprise.  Currently the trail is not

marked on Federal land.  The plan will be merged into the County motorized vehicle plan with

the majority of the trail already existing along developed roads.  

The County was asked to participate in the plan and to move forward with trail markings. 

By approving the plan the system would qualify for grants to further enhance the routes.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the concept of improving and marking the Old Spanish

Trail and to move forward with the project.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PERSONNEL MATTERS                     :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Council on Aging to approve the hiring of

Ronald Rupe as a Part-Time Driver for Council on Aging.  Alma Adams made a motion to

approve the hiring as presented.  Second by David Miller.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, stepped out and did not vote; David Miller, Aye.
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Leslie also presented a request from the Corrections Department for a promotion for John

Englestead from Deputy I to Deputy II, a promotion for Brent Burr from Deputy I to Deputy II,

and a promotion for Nate Breinholt from Deputy I to Deputy II with an effective date of

November 9, 2014.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the promotions as presented

with an effective date of November 9, 2014.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request for approval of a new Court Administrator position in Iron

County Justice Court.  Individual Commission approval has been received and this action is to

ratify verbal approval.  The change will eliminate a Office Manager position but will be at two

grades higher that the current Office Manager position with Exempt status.  Dale Brinkerhoff

made a motion to approve the Court Administrator position as presented.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                      :

David Miller explained the process for obtaining clearance of property for development

now that the HCP no longer has effect on private property.  A Certificate of Registration must be

obtained from the State Division of Wildlife Resources for projects on individual private parcels. 

The State is then authorized to approve take.  There is not a fee attached to obtaining a Certificate

of Registration at this time.  The County will work with the State to determine how to proceed

with issuing take.  The County will also request a blanket Certificate of Registration for all

private property within Iron County.

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: David J. Miller, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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