
IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
December 8, 2014

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. December 8,

2014 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

David J. Miller Commission Chair

Dale M. Brinkerhoff Commissioner

Alma L. Adams Commissioner

G. Michael Edwards Deputy County Attorney

David I. Yardley County Clerk

Also Present:

Maria Twitchell Tourism and Outdoor Recreation

John Higley LEPC Emergency Management

Ty March Assistant Ambulance Supervisor
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                         :

Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Jon Whittaker.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES November 10, 2014       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held November 10, 2014were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES November 17, 2014       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held November 17, 2014were approved

on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES November 24, 2014       :

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting held November 24, 2014were approved

as amended on a motion by Dale Brinkerhoff.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams,

Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

REPORTS                                  :

Maria Twitchell, Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Supervisor, reported that the Tourism

Department is working on a grant to expand advertising in Southern California.  The destination

guide has been designed to advertise the “Happiest Snow on Earth”.  Maria expressed concerns

with the “homeless” people that are turned out of care and share at 8:00 a.m. migrating to the

Visitor Center as a place to hang out.  They are working with the City to try to steer the homeless

to other more suitable destinations in town.

Outdoor Recreation generated $1,510 in camping fees and $2,775 in pavilion rental at

Three Peaks and Woods Ranch.  Maria expressed concerns with some flooding issues

experienced this summer.  The Road Department will be contacted to help with a solution to

avoid roads being damaged.  Maria also reported that some citizens have requested changes at the

shooting range.  The changes will be submitted to the Shooting Range Committee for their

review and recommendation.

John Higley, Emergency Management, reported that he has been working with

Newcastle Reservoir Company to develop an emergency management plan.  He also reported on

inventorying assets of the LEPC.  Currently there is one CERT trailer stocked and ready to

respond.  Two search and rescue trailers are not ready and not equipped to respond.  He is also

looking for an additional trailer to equip to respond and support SWAT call outs.  John also

reported on the Everbridge mass notification system.  He was asked to look at an upgrade to

notify all cell phones within the notification area during an emergency.

Ty March, Ambulance, presented a roster of active EMT’s.  Currently there are 64

people on the roster.  He also reported that all of the vehicles are running and in operating

condition.  He reported that at the last report the Ambulance Department was operating within

their budget.

Alma Adams reported that he and Commissioner Brinkerhoff attended a meeting in

Beaver sponsored by the Beaver County Commission with Margaret Byfield, co founder of

American Stewards of Liberty,  as the guest speaker.  She spoke on the Federal Government

intrusion into individual property rights.

Alma also reported that he met with local BLM personnel regarding their proposed

Resource Management Plan (RMP).  The new BLM District Director for this area is Heather

Whitman.

Dale Brinkerhoff reported that he and David Miller attended the Permanent Community

Impact Funding Board (PCIFB) meeting in Salt Lake City to present a request for a grant and

loan to improve the Greens Lake Road between Cedar City and Cedar Highlands Subdivision. 

The PCIFB approved a loan for $3,000,000 but did not include any grant money.  The loan will
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be a revenue bond with revenue to be paid by property owners served by the Greens Lake road. 

A meeting with residents will need to be held to determine if they want to proceed with the

improvement project.

David Miller reported that a group to coordinate a plan for the continued support of the

prairie dogs being relocated and established on Federal lands was held in Panguitch.  There will

be additional meetings with State and Local leaders in affected Counties to coordinate efforts.

He also reported that the Friends of Animals have filed an appeal of Judge Dee Benson’s 

October 31 ruling that the prairie dogs do not qualify for protection on private land under the

endangered species act.  The USFWS also filed a request for a stay on unexpended funds from

appropriations to their recovery efforts for the prairie dog.

PUBLIC COMMENTS                 :

The Commission opened the meeting for public comment but none were offered.

PUBLIC HEARING - FINAL BUDGET HEARING 2015 PROPOSED BUDGET :  

The Commission Chair opened a public hearing to receive comments on the proposed

2015 County budget.

Cindy Bulloch asked if a salary study of County position is included in the budget.  The

Commission responded that a partial study has been approved and funding of $5,500 which Mike

Swallow felt would cover major problems.  It will not fund a complete job description update

and review.

Cindy Bulloch also asked if new positions were being funded in the Sheriff’s Department,

Justice Court, and the Information Technology Department.  The Commission responded that a

Deputy in the Sheriff’s Department has been approved for the Escalante Valley area.  The

position will eliminate one full time Deputy position in the main office as a position is vacated. 

The Justice Court has allowed for a Court Administrator position which will eliminate the Office

Manager position with no increase in their proposed budget.  There are no new IT positions

included in the new budget.

Geri Norwood asked about employee cost of living increases.  The Commission

responded that no general employee salary increases were included in the budget.  There are

some promotion and advancement adjustments included in some Department budgets.

Geri Norwood asked if extra leave days for County employees during the Christmas

holiday were planned.  The Commission responded that no decision has been made at this time

but not to plan on extra administrative leave.

A question was asked if a salary increase for County Commissioners has been included in

the budget.  The Commission responded that additional funds are included for Commission

salaries but the increase will not be implemented without public input.

Gene Adams, County Auditor, reviewed the proposed budget.  He reported that the 2015

budget included an increase of 2.5 million with a total budget of 31 million.  Increases included

1.8 million for roads, and $985,000 for fixed assets, vehicles and equipment.

After all public comments were received, the hearing was closed at 10:30 a.m.
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REQUEST FOR DONATION OF IRON COUNTY AMBULANCE TO THE FREDONIA

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Spencer Hammond and Rachel Long representing the Fredonia Fire Department

requested that Iron County donate a surplus vehicle, identified as a 1993 Wheeled Coach

Ambulance, Vin # 1FDKE30M4PHA44203.  They explained that they needed a support truck to

respond to their huge coverage area in northern Arizona.

Commissioner Dale Brinkerhoff explained that under Utah State law, the County could

not dispose of surplus property without just compensation.  He also explained that the County

has requested proposals to privatize the Ambulance Service and all ambulance equipment was to

be transferred if and when a decision is made to sell.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff then made a

motion to table action on Fredonia Fire Departments request for a vehicle until a decision is

made on the ambulance service.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale

Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

TAX MATTER - GRAND LODGE TAX PENALTY        :

Mitch Hatch, General Manager Grand Lodge at Brian Head, presented a request from the

owners of the Grand Lodge at Brian Head to waive or reduce interest and penalty on past due

taxes for property belonging to the Grand Lodge Brian Head LLC, property account numbers

271954 and 492823.  The property is scheduled to be sold for taxes in 2015 because taxes have

not been paid since 2010.  Currently the interest and penalty total $93,125.53 and the total tax

amount owing is $738,18406.  Total delinquency is $832,309.59.  Mr.  Hatch explained that due

to the death of the prior owner and the failure of a proposed sale has resulted in a huge tax bill

along with interest and penalty.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to deny the request for a waiver or reduction of penalty

and interest because of the precedent it would set.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

TAX MATTER - ARMBRUST REFUND REQUEST     :

Geri Norwood presented a request for the refund of penalty and interest accrued on

property serial number B-1857-0009-0000, account number 142221.  The owners, Art and Vada

Armbrust have requested a refund of $4,388.16 interest and penalty payed on March, 15, 2014

that were assessed with taxes on property with a County error in assessment.  Taxes assessed in

error have been refunded.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the refund of $4,388.16 collected on an

erroneous assessment.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff,

Aye; David Miller, Aye.

APPROVAL OF 2015 IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE :

The Commission reviewed the proposed Commission meeting schedule for 2015

whereupon Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to adopt the following schedule.  Second by Alma

Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular Iron County Commission meetings for

2015  have  been scheduled on the following dates:

January 2 Swearing in of Elected Officials

January 12 January 26

February 9 February 23

March 9 March 23

April 13 April 27

May 11 May 26 (Tuesday)

June 8 June 22

July 13 July 27

August 10 August 24

September 14 September 28

October 12 October 26

November 9 November 23

December 7 (Final Budget Hearing 10:00 A.M.) 

December 14 (Adopt Final Budget for 2016)

Meetings will be held in the Iron County Commission Chambers, 68 South 100 East,

Parowan, UT  beginning at 9:00 A.M.

Persons or groups wishing to address the Commission must make an appointment and

provide all pertinent documentation with the Iron County Clerk by the Monday preceding the

scheduled Commission meeting.  Agenda items must be approved by a Commissioner prior to

inclusion on an agenda.  Contact information for County Clerk: Iron County Clerk, 68 S 100

East, P.O. Box 429, Parowan, UT 84761 Fax: (435) 477-8847; Phone (435) 477-8340.  Agenda

is closed at 5:00 p.m. on the Monday preceding scheduled meeting.  No late or incomplete

agenda items will be accepted.   All action items must be included on the agenda to be

considered.

BOARD OF IRON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

David I.  Yardley

Iron County Clerk

PERSONNEL MATTERS                 :

Leslie Bishop presented a request from the Council on Aging to approve the hiring of

Jacob Sullivan as an assistant cook to back fill a vacant position.  Alma Adams made a motion to

approve the hiring of Jacob Sullivan as requested to fill a vacant position.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Leslie presented a request from the Sheriff’s office, Corrections Division to approve a pay

increase for Brenda Pires upon her completion of one year of employment.  Also to approve a

pay increase for Pierce Robertson upon his completion of one year of employment.  Dale

Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the pay increases for Brenda Pires and Pierce Robertson

as requested.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye;

David Miller, Aye.
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CLOSED MEETING - PERSONNEL             :

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to convene a closed session in accordance with Utah

Code 52-4 et. seq. for the purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, or

physical or mental health of an individual.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

STATE OF UTAH )

) s.s.

COUNTY OF IRON )

I, David J. Miller, Chairman of the County Commission of Iron County, Utah hereby

certify that the purpose of the Closed Meeting convened was conducted in accordance with Utah

Code 52-4 et. seq. for the purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, or

physical or mental health of an individual.

Dated this 8th  day of December, 2014.

                                                                                            

Signed: David J. Miller, Chairman                    

                                                          

Attest: David I. Yardley

County Clerk 

After reconvening in open session the Commission reported that no action was needed by

the Commission on matters discussed in the closed session.  The Commission authorized a

special Commission meeting on December 12, 2014 to further discuss some issues.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION             :

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to convene as the Iron County Board of Equalization to

consider approval of tax abatement applications.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma

Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

Christene Lowder presented tax  abatement applications received between October 13,

2014 and December 1, 2014.  She explained each application submitted and reported that they

qualified for either Veterans abatement or Circuit Breaker abatements.  Total tax abatements

submitted for approval totaled $25,835.39.  After reviewing the applications with the

Commission Christene recommended that the abatements be approved as they are in compliance

with State Code.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the abatements as submitted and

recommended by the Auditor’s office.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye;

Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

AMBULANCE MATTER                         :

Wade Patton representing Classic Lifeguard Air Medical met with the Commission to

explain their proposal to purchase the ambulance service and equipment.   Mr.  Patton explained

that Classic provides air medical support in five states, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado

and Wyoming.  They operate both fixed wing and helicopter service.  Their goal is to expand

their service to ground service such as Iron County.  Air support would be provided as needed.
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Classic proposes to transfer all current ambulance personnel to Classic.  The would

continue to use local dispatch services.  Training would continue and they could maintain or

increase the level of service currently provided.  

Alma Adams asked how they could operate at the same level and make a profit where the

County is operating in the red.  He explained that they operate with a small profit margin on each

patient.  Their profitability comes from close management and using service wide training

officers.

Dale Brinkerhoff expressed concern that upon take over staff and vehicles would be

reduced.  Mr.  Patton responded that staff would not change drastically.  Concerns would be

addressed in the purchase contract and the ambulance service would also utilize mutual aid

agreements to provide higher levels of service such as with the Beryl area being served from

Enterprise.

David Miller questioned if a lease purchase option could be arranged to allow both parties

to evaluate the service provided and the profitability of the service.  Mr.  Patton responded that

this option could be arranged.

The Commission thanked Mr.  Patton for his presentation and informed him that the

Preston, Christensen group and Gold Cross Ambulance would be making similar presentations

on December 12.

WARRANTY DEED EXCHANGE APPROVAL TO CORRECT AN ERROR BETWEEN

IRON COUNTY AND PAROWAN CITY            :

David Yardley presented an error correction for the parcel of property deeded to Iron

County from Parowan City for construction of the Parowan Ambulance garage.  Upon review the

quit claim deed from Parowan City deeded the parcel they intended to keep.  This came to light

as property records were searched by appraisers for Iron County setting values on the Ambulance

garage.  Exchange quit claim deeds have been prepared and Parowan City has added this to their

next City Council agenda for approval.

Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to approve the County Clerk issuing a quit claim deed to

Parowan City to correct an error at the time of recording.  Deeds from Iron County and Parowan

City should be filed in the Recorder’s office at the same time.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting:

Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

PRAIRIE DOG MATTERS                              :

In anticipation of a meeting regarding goals for prairie dog management on a State level,

the Commission identified objectives to present to the State and to Counties affected by prairie

dogs on private lands.  The objectives agreed upon were as follows:

Goals for Iron County:

Private Property

A. No financial burden for property owners (fees or penalties).

B. Simple property clearance protocols for:

1.  Agricultural property (to replace 4(d)).

2.  Residential properties that have been developed.

3.  New development (residential and commercial/industrial).

4.  Other lands (cemeteries, golf course, tribal lands, airports, federal lands, etc.).
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C. Have the ability to remove UPD from all non-federal land.

D. Compensation system and protections for properties that retain/maintain UPD. 

E. Sliding scale for UPD management.

1.  As populations increase on protected lands, regulations decrease on private

lands.

F. Develop an education/information program to help dispel/reduce negative

sentiment about UPD and land values.

G. Develop a strategy to utilize existing funds in County UPD accounts (consider

refunds).

H. Other?

Conservation Efforts

A. Include preserves/conservation easements.

B. Develop federal land manager support of species through budgeting/partnering.

C. Develop criteria for new conservation plan with time line.

D. Establish State funding of UPD management and conservation.

E. Have full counts and improved science.

F. Other?

BOARD APPOINTMENTS                       :

David Miller reported that in reviewing appointments, Tim Watson was apparently

missed to be reappointed to another term on the Board of the Central Iron County Water

Conservancy District.  Dale Brinkerhoff made a motion to affirm the retroactive appointment of

Tim Watson to the Board of the Central Iron County Water Conservancy District for a three year

term.  Second by Alma Adams.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David

Miller, Aye. 

ADJOURN                        :

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. on a motion by Alma Adams.  Second by Dale

Brinkerhoff.  Voting: Alma Adams, Aye; Dale Brinkerhoff, Aye; David Miller, Aye.

                                                                                        
Signed: David J. Miller, Chairman                    

                                                             
Attest: David I. Yardley
County Clerk  
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